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Foreword
by Simon Schrock
Jesus Christ is my only hope for a blessed eternity and my very purpose for living. Therefore I make a special effort to read books about Him. I do this to focus my mind on Christ and to know Him more intimately. What a serendipity I found in Seeing Christ in the Tabernacle. It was like an oasis!
Here I was reading about the Tabernacle from the Old Testament books of Exodus and Leviticus (which are supposed to be somewhat dry reading). But soon it was like a curtain being pulled open, and I began to see Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Most of the pages in this little volume focus on Jesus Christ.
Among the books about Jesus, this one stands out so significantly that I plan to return to its pages for future studies. If you are looking for something that will deepen your understanding of Jesus and your love for Him, you can find a rich experience by studying the Tabernacle with this author.
It is useful for personal or group study. If you do not have a high appreciation for the Old Testament Scriptures because they do not seem to be relevant for today, I encourage you to read this book. It has been a blessing to me!
I recommend that you avail yourself of Seeing Christ in the Tabernacle. It’s like finding a refreshing drink in an unexpected place.



Preface
Treasures of Truth in Types and Shadows
The treasures of Christ are far too numerous, too deep, and too marvelous for us to comprehend them all at a glance. Surface truths are open and obvious, yet many of them escape our notice for many years. Treasures of hidden gems lie waiting beneath the surface to reward the search of all who desire to learn what God yearns to reveal to us of Himself and of Christ.
God was grieved when Eve ignored His command and listened to the serpent. To the serpent He said, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her SEED; it [her SEED] shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise HIS heel” (Gen. 3:15). Behind those capitalized words lay hidden TREASURES of truth which God chose to reveal little by little. He knew the SEED would die—and would rise again the third day!
By design God had chosen the third day of Creation to bring dry land up out of that watery mass, to bring forth grass, herbs, and trees (Gen. 1:9-13). That typifies resurrection! I think God delights to have us look for those hidden treasures of truth.
In the tenth generation of mankind God selected a man to build an ARK (Gen. 5:3-29). The Ark was a type of Christ, while Noah and his family were a type of the Church, safe in Christ. God steered that Ark to be just at the right place to rest “in the seventh month on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat” (Gen. 8:4). As the flood waters receded, the Ark was lifted out of the water on the seventeenth day of the month Abib. Nearly 2400 years later Jesus rose from the dead on that very day! I don’t think that happened by coincidence.
In the twentieth generation (Gen. 11:10-29) God revealed through Abraham that an “only son” (Gen. 22:2, 12, 16) was to be offered. Although Abraham did not actually slay Isaac, the Bible says he “offered up his only begotten son” (Heb. 11:17). In his heart Abraham had already offered Isaac before he “clave the wood for the burnt offering” (Gen. 22:3). On the third day (vv.4, 11-13) he received him even from the dead, in a figure (Heb. 11:19). These are God-given types and shadows all pointing directly to Jesus Christ, and their precision is utterly amazing!
Six generations after Abraham, God called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, and to write the Pentateuch. God Himself provided all the details He wanted written about the twenty-five generations that preceded Moses. Christ is definitely the central theme from Genesis One through the Revelation. We have cited only a few of the highlights pointing to Jesus Christ.
Moses, God’s chosen founder of Old Testament law, was an official foreshadow of Christ, God’s chosen Founder, Prophet, and Judge of New Testament order (Dt. 18:15, 18). Mosaic sacrifices were only “a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things” (Heb. 10:1). “The body is of Christ” (Col. 2:17). Types and shadows are God’s picture gallery, primarily foreshadowing the Person and work of Jesus Christ throughout. Those gems of truth are worth digging for!
In addition to types specifically so named in the Bible, there are many other fascinating projections in the Old Testament depicting the Person and ministry of Christ in the New Testament.
Before the Tabernacle was built, God instituted the Passover. But first of all He reconstructed the Hebrew calendar, giving the last half of the civil year significant preeminence over the first half. Of the seventh month, Abib, God said, “This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you” (Ex. 12:2).
We can well understand why Abib, the Passover month, was to have the preeminence. In the month Abib God delivered Israel out of Egypt (Ex. 13:3; 23:15; 34:18; Dt. 16:1), preplanned as a foreshadow of a much greater deliverance: “For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7).
The name Abib was changed to Nisan (Neh. 2:1; Esther 3:7) during the Babylonian Captivity, but that did not change the month nor the day. God had selected the fourteenth day to be the Passover, and that was the very day Jesus died on Calvary.
We have noticed several early foreshadows of a third-day resurrection. Types do not verify truth, they only illustrate what the Bible verifies. Jesus Himself declared repeatedly that He would “rise on the third day” (Mt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 27:63-64; Mk. 9:31; 10:34; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7, 46). We believe He Knew, and we accept His word as Truth. 1 Corinthians 15:4 confirms it again.
If the right people had known that the fifteenth day of Nisan was always “an holy convocation” (Lev. 23:5-7), “an high day” (John 19:31), a sabbath surpassing the weekly sabbath, we might observe Good Thursday instead of Friday. There are only two nights between Friday evening and Sunday morning, and Jesus plainly said He would “be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Mt. 12:40).
Hebrew days began in the evening, extending from sundown to sundown. Jesus and His disciples ate their Passover supper in the evening, most likely after sundown of the thirteenth day, which was the beginning of the fourteenth day of Nisan.
At Jesus’ trial the next morning, the Jews “went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover” (John 18:28). That afternoon, shortly after the ninth hour (Mark 15:34-38) Jesus died on the cross, the very event portrayed by every Passover since Exodus 12.
We have ample reason to believe that Jesus did rise on the third day, just as He had repeatedly predicted. And I do believe that the third day was the seventeenth day of Abib/Nisan, as foreshadowed by the Ark on Mount Ararat in Noah’s day.
The Purpose of this Book
This book is a study of God’s masterpiece of typology, the Mosaic Tabernacle. The Tabernacle is a fascinating object lesson, a picturesque illustration of Christ and His Church on earth. Unless we see some aspect of Jesus Christ in every piece of its furniture, boards, pillars, ropes, and curtains, we have not sufficiently studied the Tabernacle.
Our primary purpose, however, is not the Tabernacle, but to adore, praise, and glorify Jesus Christ, of whom the Tabernacle is only a shadow. Our second purpose is to encourage diligent Bible study. This book was written at the request of Calvary Bible School personnel, and with Bible schools in mind. I believe there is ample material for a three-week Bible school course, even with one hour class periods. Those with forty-five minute classes will need to be selective about what to cover.
Each chapter concludes with QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION to help facilitate your study. We do not provide formal answer keys as such, but the majority of answers are found in the text. Others, not found in the text, are clearly stated in the Bible. For example: answers to number 17 in Chapter Eight and number 6 in Chapter Twelve are not found in this book, but they are found in 1 Corinthians 11:3-7 and Exodus 32:26 respectively. A few questions are designed not so much to require specific answers, but to stimulate serious thinking.
We believe the book would be equally suitable for Sunday evening or midweek Bible study groups, for the family worship hour, or for private personal study. It is not intended to be an independent study book apart from the Bible, but is designed to assist you in your STUDY OF THE BIBLE.
“Incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; … if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God” (Prov. 2:2-5).




The Tabernacle and Courtyard showing
where each tribe camped.



Introducing the Tabernacle
AN OBJECT LESSON WORTHY OF INTENSE STUDY
The story of the Tabernacle reaches deeper than the earth, higher than the sky, and farther than the universe. Its humble features represent none of these, but they represent the Creator of them all, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Every piece, feature, and service of the Tabernacle teaches us something about Christ and His Church here on earth.
God called Moses to Himself in the thick cloud upon Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:12). During those forty days God showed him an exact pattern of the Tabernacle they were to build, giving precise dimensions and specific details. It is evident that every detail was important to God. Repeatedly He emphasized making all things according to the pattern He showed to Moses in the mount. Heb. 8:5; Ex. 25:9, 40; 26:30; 27:8; Nu. 8:4; Acts 7:44).
God used two relatively short chapters (Gen. 1 and 2) to record the creation of the universe. But He used fifty chapters (13 in Exodus; 18 in Leviticus; 13 in Numbers; 2 in Deuteronomy; 4 in Hebrews) to explain the construction of the Tabernacle, its features, furniture, and the services to be held there. Obviously the Tabernacle was very important to God.
GOD’S PREVISION MADE PROVISION
Before God brought Israel out of Egypt, He provided, through the Egyptians, an abundance of material for building the Tabernacle. Read Exodus 3:21-22 and 12:35-36. It worked! God’s way always works. Why did God tell the Israelites to “borrow” from the Egyptians something they would never return?
Remember that God is the Owner of everything. Even “we are not our own” (1 Cor. 6:19). We are only stewards of what God entrusts to our care. The same was true of the Egyptians, who had enslaved the children of Israel, evidently without pay. Therefore it was absolutely right for God to collect from the Egyptians material He had entrusted to their care. It was all His, and it was right for Him to give it to Israel as back pay for their many years of hard labor in Egypt.
With that material God taught Israel the Biblical principle of giving willingly (Ex. 25:1-9; 35:5-9, 21, 22, 29), a primary principle for Christian giving. This principle was demonstrated by the Macedonian churches (2 Cor. 8:1-5) in that they “first gave their own selves to the Lord” (v. 5). Then “the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, … and beyond their power they were willing of themselves” (8:2, 3). The children of Israel, experiencing the same joy, willingly brought “much more than enough for the service of the work” (Ex. 36:5). They had to be restrained from bringing more (verse 6).
GOD SELECTED THE BUILDING FOREMEN
God specified where each tribe was to camp, and where in the procession each tribe should march as they traveled. The tribe of Judah was to go first (Nu. 2:9), and the tribe of Dan “shall go hindmost” (2:31). It was by design that God chose Bezaleel from the tribe that went first, to be the chief foreman. Then He chose Aholiab from the tribe that came last, to be his teammate (Ex. 31:2-6; 35:30-35). Conjointly, they typified Christ, who is both the FIRST and the LAST (Isa. 44:6). He is “Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the FIRST and the LAST” (Rev. 1:8, 11, 17, 18; 2:8; 22:13). He is “the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2, emphasis mine).
Moreover, Judah (praise—Gen.29:35) was the kingly line, of whom Jacob said, “thy father’s children shall bow down before thee” (49:8). This prefigured Christ as our coming King (49:10), yea, the “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). For God has said, “I will overturn, overturn, overturn … [other kings], until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him” (Ezek. 21:27).
Dan (God hath judged—Gen. 30:6), marching last, may remind us that our final Judge is Christ. “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: that all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father” (John 5:22, 23a). “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory” (Mt. 12:20).
The Tabernacle, being portable and temporary, typified Christ and His Church on earth. Bezaleel (meaning under God’s shadow) and Aholiab (meaning tent of the father), were appropriately named to be the building foremen of the Tabernacle. They beautifully picture Christ building His Church on earth (Mt. 16:18).
Solomon’s temple, being a stationary building of nonperishable material, typified Christ and His Church in heaven.
In any study of typology, always keep in mind that we do NOT use types to establish doctrine, but to illustrate and teach doctrine that is already established by the Scriptures.
TYPOLOGICAL KEYS TO MEMORIZE AND REMEMBER
(To remember the keys helps to understand the Tabernacle)
The type of some of these is identified by the Bible. For most of them the conclusion is simply drawn from the way they are used. Admittedly some of them may be debatable. To me the collective evidence is impressive, but if found in error, I gladly welcome corrective instruction. The most important goal of this study is that Christ be lifted up and glorified.
A. Symbolism Attached to Materials and Colors
1. Gold — (as used herein) The deity and glory of Jesus Christ
2. Silver — Atonement (Ex. 30:13-16)
3. Brass — Judgment (Lev. 26:19; Nu. 21:8-9; Dt. 28:23)
4. Blue — The Heavenly One (The atmospheric heavens are blue.)
5. Purple — The Royal One (Known as the royal color.)
6. Scarlet — The Suffering Servant (Atoning Blood)
7. Fine Linen — The righteousness of saints (Rev. 19:8)
8. Goats Hair — Primarily the Fatal Sin of Man (Rom. 5:12)
Plus The Sin Offering (Isa. 53:10; 2 Cor. 5:21)
9. Rams’ Skins dyed red — Consecration—obedient unto death
10. Badgers’ Skins — Unlimited protection in Christ
11. Shittim Wood — Incorruptible Humanity of Christ (Ps. 16:10b)
12. Oil — Typifies the Holy Spirit (Spirit of Christ)
13. Sweet Spices — Jesus’ beautiful, fragrant life (Ex. 30:34-38)
14. The Veil — “That is to say, his flesh” (Heb. 10:20)
B. Symbolism Attached to Numbers and Measurements
 
	One
	Unity

	Two
	Fellowship; Union with Christ; Two are a Witness

	Three
	The Trinity, or Triune Godhead

	Four
	Earth (Four winds; four corners of the earth)

	Five
	Grace (Quite evident in typology studies)

	Six
	Man; Human weakness (Short of perfection-Rom. 3:23)

	Seven
	Perfection (Seven or seventh 549 times in the Bible)

	Eight
	New Beginning (New world began with 8 people; new week)

	Nine*
	Spirit Fruit (Gal. 5); Nine Beatitudes; self repeating*

	Ten
	Responsibility on earth; Completeness

	Eleven
	Human failure; Confusion; Judgment

	Twelve
	Number for earthly government (12 tribes; 12 Apostles)

	Forty
	Testing; Probation (Jonah 3:4; Luke 4:2)

	Fifty
	Year of Jubilee (Lev. 25:8-17)


In measurements involving half-cubits, each half-cubit becomes a unit of measure. For example:
1½ cubits = three half-cubits (Three—Trinity)

2½ cubits = five half-cubits (Five—Grace)

Moreover, baking, beating, bruising, burning, crushing, piercing and roasting may well remind us of Christ’s suffering. For example: beaten gold (Ex. 39:3), roasted lamb (Ex. 12:9).
Memorizing the typological keys given in the Introduction is quite important for speedy comprehension of this study.
Books on Tabernacle study usually have the student start in the outer court and work his way in to the Holy of Holies. Using those books I taught it that way for several years. Then I was convicted of the fact that salvation and holiness are GOD’S work. It never began with man, nor in the outer court! It began with Christ in the highest Heaven—the Holy of Holies.
In His building instructions to Moses, God began with the Ark (Ex. 25:10), which represents Christ Incarnate: i.e. on earth, in a body of flesh. Salvation and holiness both begin and end with Christ in God. Therefore our study of the Tabernacle begins with the Ark, where God began with His instructions to Moses.
 

(*Note: If 9 is multiplied by any number and the digits in the product are added together, the sum is nine: 3x9=27 (2+7)=9, 9x9=81 (8+1=9), 789x9=7101 (7+1+0+1=9). In some cases, the addition process must be carried further to accomplish this: 11x9=99 (9+9=18 [1+8=9]), 546x9=4914 (4+9+1+4=18 [1+8=9]), 951x9=8559 (8+5+5+9=27 [2+7=9]). There are no exceptions.







CHAPTER ONE
I. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT,
A MOST HOLY VESSEL
Exodus 25:10-16; 37:1-5
The Ark was made of shittim wood overlaid with gold inside and outside. Shittim wood (sometimes called iron wood) is of the acacia family, of which there are many varieties. The shittim tree, said to reach a maximum height of about twenty-five feet, does produce some valuable timber. It is a hard wood, resistant enough to heat and decay that it has been described as indestructible. Such durability appropriately typifies the incorruptible body of Jesus, prepared for His incarnation (Heb. 10:5). As it is written, “neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption” (Ps. 16:10b; Acts 2:27; 13:35).
The Ark, completely overlaid with gold within and without, reminds us that Jesus retained full deity in union with His humanity. Throughout the Tabernacle, wood typifies His humanity and gold His deity. Though He had voluntarily emptied Himself of some of the unique attributes and prerogatives of Deity (Phil. 2:6-8), “to be made like unto his brethren” (Heb. 2:17), He was nonetheless God, even in the flesh.
To be our Daysman (Job 9:33) Christ needed to be equally representative of God and man. No one but Jesus ever qualified to thus bring God and man together. He was not a hybrid (half God and half man), but He was fully God and fully Man. In fact, had He been less than God, His sacrifice would not have sufficed for the atonement; and had He not been fully Man, the atonement would not have applied to man. “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels [consequently atonement does not apply to angels]; but he took on him the seed of Abraham” (Heb. 2:16), “to make reconciliation for the sins of the people” (v.17c).
The Ark especially emphasizes the PERSON of Jesus, while the Mercy Seat emphasizes His PURPOSE. The efficacy and validity of the atonement rest equally upon His Godhood and His Manhood. Both are absolutely essential as a BASE for the Mercy Seat (Propitiation #2435*; Rom. 3:25). The crown of gold upon the Ark (Ex. 25:11) foreshadows “the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5), promoted and exalted as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16).
Dimensions (Ex. 25:10) and Typological Suggestions
Length: 2½ cubits = 5 half-cubits or units of measure: 5 = Grace.
Breadth and height: 1½ cubits = 3 half-cubits: 3 = Trinity
Vertical girth: 4x1½ = 6 cubits: 6 = the number of man.
Horizontal girth: 2x2½ + 2x1½ = 5+3 = 8 cubits: 8 = New Beginning
Maybe that’s manipulating numbers, but it simply illustrates what the Bible plainly teaches: the Trinity (3), by Grace (5), offers Man (6) a New Beginning (8). “If any man be in Christ, he is a NEW CREATURE: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become NEW” (2 Cor. 5:17). WHAT A BONUS!
“And… the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the Lord” (1 Chron. 15:15). This reflects the high respect and reverence with which the Ark was to be borne.
THE CONTENTS AND THEIR SYMBOLISM
1. The Tablets of Stone (called the Testimony—Ex. 25:16) with the Ten Commandments engraved in stone, represent God’s law. “Yea, thy law is within my heart” (Ps. 40:8b). Like those stones were kept in the Ark, so God’s Law was fully KEPT (i.e. observed and preserved) by Christ.
All of us have broken God’s Law. Only in Christ (typified by the Ark) can we be pardoned, cleansed, and safely covered by the Blood-sprinkled Mercy Seat.
2. The Golden Pot of Manna (Ex. 16:32, 33) typifies Christ as the Bread of Life, eight times declared to be the true Bread that came down from heaven (John 6:32-35, 48-58).
3. Aaron’s Rod that budded (Nu.
17:10)      depicts Resurrection: Life out of death. Christ our Mediator verily rose from the dead! “In him was life” (John 1:4). He could truly say, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth, and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:25, 26). “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19b).
 
I. VIOLATING THE HOLINESS OF THE ARK WAS
PUNISHABLE BY DEATH (DENYING THE DEITY OF
CHRIST MAY BE ETERNALLY FATAL!)
Safety was not in the Ark of the Lord but in the Lord of the Ark. Some 530 years later, Israel had forsaken the Lord of the Temple and trusted in “the temple of the Lord” (Jer.7:4). Tragedy followed both errors.
Today, unfortunately, some people rely on Communion (the Table of the Lord), while slighting the Lord of the Table.
A. Tragic experience taking the Ark into battle (1 Samuel 4)
1. Slaughter in the army, 4:10

2. Sons of Eli, 4:4, 11

3. Eli himself, 4:12-18

4. Phinehas’s wife, 4:19-22

B. Tragedies Encountered by the Philistines (1 Samuel 5)
1. At Ashdod, 5:6

2. At Gath, 5:8-9

3. At Ekron, 5:10-11

C. Tragedy Struck Israel at Bethshemesh (1 Samuel 6)
1. The Ark was returned after seven months, 6:1-18.

2. 50,070 Israelites died because some of them had looked into the Ark, 6:19-21.

3. To look into the Ark they had to lift the Mercy Seat, exposing themselves to the Law that they had broken. Exposure to the broken Law without benefit of the Mercy Seat would mean death to any of us! See 1 Samuel 6:19, NASB.

4. Uzzah touched the Ark and died immediately for his error (2 Sam. 6:6, 7; 1 Chron. 13:9-14). Later the move was completed safely, using the prescribed methods, 15:25-29.

Do we need any more proof that true holiness is inviolable?
II. TWO OTHER ARKS ALSO TYPIFIED CHRIST
A. NOAH’S ARK was a beautiful type of Christ. The universal death sentence (Gen. 6:7) could not be reversed, but God’s grace provided a way to rise above it. Not one soul perished in the Ark. It mattered not how heavy the torrent, how furious the tempest, nor how deep the tide; the Ark rose triumphantly above it all. Like Christ, it provided absolute safety for all who abode within, but it could help no one on the outside.
B. The Ark of Bulrushes (Ex. 2:3) was neither big nor strong, but it was safely sealed. As long as baby Moses stayed in, and the mighty waters stayed out, all was well. That little Ark triumphantly carried baby Moses upon the very waters in which he had been sentenced to die (Ex. 1:22), and Moses became a son in the house of him who had pronounced the sentence! Likewise, by believing and abiding in Christ, we can become sons and daughters of Him who said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). That sentence remains unchanged, “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). Christ is our Ark of safety!
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Why did Christ need to become Man to bring us salvation?
2. How did incarnation affect His relationship with the Father?
3. When and how did Jesus become God’s begotten Son?
4. Did the Old Testament ever call Him Son except prophetically?
5. What did it cost Him to condescend from Infinity to infancy?
6. What did it cost Him to pay the price of our redemption?
7. What shall He have as His reward? Philippians 2:9-11.
8. What lessons should we learn from the life of Jesus?
9. What does the incorruptibility of shittim wood portray?
10. What does abiding in Christ imply and require?
11. What are the practical evidences of Christ working in us?
12. What are the manifestations of Christ working through us?
13. Why did they KEEP the Tablets of Stone in the Ark?
14. What’s the only possible way for us to KEEP the commandments?
15. What does the budding of Aaron’s rod portray about Jesus?
16. How did the Manna represent Christ as the True Bread?
17. How does Noah’s Ark typify Jesus?
18. How is our experience in Christ similar to Noah in the Ark?
*Index number in Strong’s Concordance.







CHAPTER TWO
THE MERCY SEAT, CHERUBIM,
AND SHEKINAH GLORY
I. THE MERCY SEAT
Exodus 25:17-22; 37:6-9
The Ark emphasized the PERSON and the Mercy Seat emphasized the PURPOSE of Christ. The Mercy Seat was a plate of pure gold: no wood. Nothing but Deity could offer saving mercy. In all the universe there was no moral, sinless blood to be found, except that of the sinless Lamb of God. All human blood is immoral because of sin. Animal blood is non-moral; therefore “it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The sin debt had to be paid with Heaven’s currency.
The Mercy Seat is where God met with Moses (Ex. 25:22). For Moses “heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that was upon the ark” (Nu. 7:89). The Mercy Seat typifies Christ, where “mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other” (Ps. 85:10). Peace and reconciliation are obtainable only through Christ, typified by the Blood-sprinkled Mercy Seat. Ephesians 2:13-19.
Christ, our Mercy Seat, is a place of rest for the sin-sick soul. Jesus calls entreatingly, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest for your souls” (Mt. 11:28, 29).
In Christ, God rests His lawful case against us, “wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6).
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Ex. 12:13). “For it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11).
THE LENGTH AND BREADTH of the Mercy Seat are identical with the Ark: 1½ cubits wide = 3 half-cubits: 3 suggests Trinity; 2½ cubits long = 5 half-cubits: 5 the number of Grace, essential to Mercy; 3 + 5 = 8 the number of a New Beginning.
The length plus breadth (2½ + 1½) = 4: number of earth. There will even be a new earth when Jesus comes (Isa. 65:17; 66:22; Rev. 21:1)! Christ the God-Man (typified by this gold/wood combination) fits and fills precisely every requirement of divine holiness, justice, judgment, grace, and mercy. Keep in mind that we do not use types to establish doctrine, but to illustrate doctrine already established by the Scriptures.
The thickness of the Mercy Seat is nowhere stated. Unnamed dimensions suggest boundlessness, something that is infinite. That is certainly true of God’s grace and mercy. We sing, “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,” and how true that is!
Remember, however, that the Mercy Seat is exactly the same width and length as the Ark, not one inch more. God’s eternal mercy is wide enough and long enough to cover everyone who ABIDES in Christ. But there is a day coming when His wrath will be poured out without mixture [no mercy] upon all those who do not abide in Christ (Rev. 14:10).
In Chapter One we noticed the golden crown upon the Ark (Ex. 25:11), which proclaims the Man Christ Jesus as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). His deity and His humanity are inseparable. This Mercy Seat fits down right inside that golden crown, and is held securely in place by the crown.
Christ’s rightful position is forever secure, regardless of unbelieving men or demonic forces. He is “the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2; 4:10); there is no other (Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5; Phil. 2:9-11).
II. THE CHERUBIM
Exodus 25:18-20; 37:7-9
Angels are “ministering spirits” (Heb. 1:14), basically noncorporeal, but able to take on visible form when needed for the benefit of man. Cherubim are considered guardians of God’s holiness. (Cherubim needs no “s” to make it plural.)
Over the Mercy Seat were two cherubim. “Beaten out of one piece … out of the mercy seat made he the cherubim” (Ex. 37:7, 8). This may be giving recognition to Christ as their Creator in the beginning (John 1:3; Col. 1:16). “He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one” (Heb. 2:11).
The cherubim were not fashioned of molten gold poured into a mold, but beaten out of the two ends of the Mercy Seat. God had filled His workmen with His Spirit so that they could make everything the way He directed them (Ex. 31:2-6; 35:30-35). Otherwise it would seem to be impossible to shape the cherubim and the lamp stand by beating.
Beating denotes suffering. If angels rejoice when a sinner repents (Luke 15:7, 10), they probably suffer grief when a soul goes astray. They may have agonized intensely while Jesus was dying on the cross, but they were restrained from intervening.
Reverently and fervently they guard the inviolable holiness of God. Their steady focus on the Shekinah Glory reflects the angels’ interest in God’s marvelous plans, “which things the angels desire to look into” (1 Peter 1:10-12). It is God’s intention that the holy angels (“the principalities and powers in heavenly places”) might now by the Church learn to know “the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed [and fulfilled] in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:10, 11).
III. THE SHEKINAH GLORY, or
“THE GLORY OF THE LORD”
The word Shekinah is not found in the Bible. It is the name given to the manifestation of God’s presence, by which He appeared “in the cloud upon the mercy seat” (Lev. 16:2c). It was a flame of glory, enclosed in a cloud for man’s protection.
Ever since the fall of man, God often manifested His presence by fire: “a flaming sword which turned every way” at the east of the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:24); “a flame of fire” at the burning bush (Ex. 3:2); “like a devouring fire” on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:16, 17); “for our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29; Dt. 4:24).
At least ten times the Shekinah Glory appeared outside the Holy of Holies: five times in warning of judgment when the people murmured (Ex. 16:7-10; Nu. 14:1-10; 16:19, 42; 20:6), and five times in blessing when they did well (Ex. 24:16, 17; 40:34, 35; Lev. 9:23; 2 Chron. 5:14; 7:1).
Finally, six and a half years after Ezekiel had been carried captive to Babylon, the Lord brought him “in the visions of God to Jerusalem” (Ezek. 8:1-4). There he saw the Glory of the Lord departing from apostate Israel in four reluctant steps: (1) It left the Mercy Seat and stood over the threshold of the house (Ezek.10:4). (2) It rose from off the threshold (10:18,19) and apparently hovered over the midst of the city (11:23). (3) It “went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain [Mount of Olives] which is on the east side of the city” (11:23). (4) While it lingered there, the Spirit of God took Ezekiel back to Chaldea, and the vision went up from him (11:24).
No more do we read of the glory of the Lord in Israel, except prophetically (Ezek. 43:2-5; 44:4; Hab. 2:14), until Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Then an angel appeared to the shepherds, announced the birth of Christ, “and the glory of the Lord shone round about them” (Luke 2:9). For thirty-three years the glory of the Lord indwelt Jesus here on earth (John 1:14).
Once, upon the Mount of Transfiguration, it shone through, “and his raiment was white as the light” (Mt. 17:2); “exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them” (Mark 9:3); “white and glistering” (Luke 9:29).
Forty days after Jesus had risen from the dead, He led His disciples out to the Mount of Olives one more time. “And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). This was the same Mount from which Ezekiel had seen the glory of the Lord taken up into heaven some six hundred years earlier.
Ten days after Christ’s ascension, near the end of a ten-day prayer meeting in an upper room, the Glory of the Lord reappeared in the form of “cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them” (Acts 2:3). Today it indwells His church, awaiting the Rapture, to ascend once more to heaven from whence it came.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. The Mercy Seat was PURE GOLD—no alloy. What’s the message?
2. Define propitiation (Rom. 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).
3. By whom and how is propitiation accomplished?
4. What was ABSOLUTELY UNIQUE about the blood of Christ?
5. How does it differ from animal blood and from human blood?
6. Define the Old Testament function of the Mercy Seat?
7. What is the Living Mercy Seat doing today?
8. Why was the Crown not on the Mercy Seat?
9. Where were the cherubim and what was their function?
10. What do angels desire to look into (1 Pet. 1:12), and why?
11. Where was the Shekinah Glory? What did it signify?
12. On what ten occasions did the Glory openly appear?
13. When and how did Ezekiel see the Glory depart from Jerusalem?
14. Why did the Glory depart? Where did it go? Ezek. 8:3—11:24
15. When, where and how did it return, and in whom did it abide?
16. With whom did the Glory depart the second time?
17. When did it return, and in whom does it abide today?







CHAPTER THREE
THE TABLE, SHEWBREAD,
LAMPSTAND, AND OIL
I. THE TABLE FOR THE SHEWBREAD
Exodus 25:23-29; 37:10-16
The Table, made of wood, represented Christ in the flesh. Completely overlaid with pure gold, it reminds us of His continuing deity as well. He became fully Man to be made Living Bread for us, but He retained His deity that He might be our Eternal Life. “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory”(Col. 3:3).
The Table was one cubit wide (unity), two cubits long (fellowship, union with Christ), one and one-half cubits high (suggestive of the Trinity). Tables naturally remind us of fellowship, especially the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:21). True fellowship, however, depends on unity, and all fellowship with Christ inevitably involves the Trinity. As the priests had fellowship together with their high priest at this table, so also do Christians have fellowship together with their High Priest, Jesus Christ, at the New Testament communion table.
All the way around the Shewbread Table was a border. The German says it was a handbreadth high (Ex. 25:25). Someone interpreted the border as representing Bible helps such as commentaries, concordances, etc.1 I beg to disagree. Notice that it was topped with a golden crown, certainly unbecoming for manmade books. There are four crowns in the Tabernacle, jealously (Ex. 20:5) reserved for the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone is “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16)!
The Hebrew word translated border is defined by Strong as “something enclosing; a stronghold” (# 4526). Since it is the only measurement in the Tabernacle given in handbreadth instead of cubits, and since it encloses twelve loaves representing the twelve tribes, it certainly reminds us of the Lord’s protecting Hand around His people. The crown is the symbol of His authority and power to protect and to keep His own. See Isaiah 49:15, 16.
II. SHEWBREAD, MEANING PRESENCE BREAD EXODUS 25:30
“And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: … And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the Lord” (Lev. 24:5-9).
Fine flour speaks of uniform perfection: no lumpiness or defect of any kind in the life or character of Jesus Christ. No matter how fine the flour is, man would hardly survive on raw flour; but most of us do well on baked goods. Even so, no one is saved by the perfect life of Christ; redemption rests on His atoning death. Baking connotes His suffering and death by which He redeemed us. Verily, Christ crucified is the True Bread from heaven (John 6:32, 33, 35, 41, 48, 50, 51, 58).
Cakes (Lev. 24:5), translated from the Hebrew word challah (# 2471 in Strong’s Concordance), is “a cake (as usually punctured).” Young’s Concordance defines it as “a perforated cake.” The body of Christ was punctured fivefold on the cross.
The Shewbread was “hallowed bread” (1 Sam. 21:6), basically intended for priests only (Mt. 12:3, 4). In the New Testament true disciples “are an holy priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5), “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood” (2:9). For Christ “hath made us kings and priests unto God” (Rev. 1:6; 5:10). All born again Christians have access to the True Bread from heaven.
He upon whom the angels feed (Ps. 78:25) is the spiritual diet of all true believers. Both the Manna and the Shewbread typified Christ as the Bread from heaven. Although the Bible does not mention it, we have ample reason to believe that both were unleavened, typifying freedom from sin (Lev. 2:11; 10:12; Ex. 12:15; Mt. 16:6-12; Mark 8:15; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; Gal. 5:9).
III. THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND
AND ITS BRANCHES
Exodus 25:31-39; 37:17-24; John 8:12
The Lampstand, having seven lamps but no candles, really was not a candlestick, as it is called in the King James Version. Like the Mercy Seat, it was of pure gold, depicting the full and perfect deity of Christ. There are no dimensions given, reminding us that deity knows no boundary and infinity has no limitations! A talent of gold, however, reminds us that Jesus paid an enormous price for our redemption. (At today’s prices a talent of gold would exceed one-half million dollars!)
In addition to some ninety pounds of gold, imagine the labor investment. This ornate vessel of one shaft and six branches, with its twenty-two sets of buds, blossoms, and bowls, was hammered out of one piece (Ex. 25:36; 37:22). This was possible only by the power of God’s Spirit, with whom He had endowed the workmen (Ex. 35:31-35).
Each branch had three sets of knops, flowers, and bowls like unto almonds, and the central stem (called the candlestick) had four sets (Ex. 25:32-35). Three stages of maturity (buds, blossoms, and mature almonds), all present at the same time, suggest everbearing and perpetual fruitfulness, possible only in Christ.
In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, John saw Jesus standing in the midst of seven candlesticks with seven stars in His right hand. The seven candlesticks were the seven churches (Rev. 1:12-20). Based on that and the following reasons, I assume that the Lampstand and its branches typify Christ and His Church.
When God “caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam,” He opened Adam’s side, took out a rib, and built2 a wife for Adam (Gen. 2:21-23). Now Adam “is the figure of him that was to come” (Rom. 5:14), and Eve typifies the church (Eph. 5:30-32). Adam’s “deep sleep” typified the death of Christ.
The opening of Adam’s side foreshadowed the piercing of Jesus’ side, from which flowed “blood and water” (John 19:34). That is how Jesus obtained His Bride, the Church, “purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28) and sanctified “with the washing of water by the word” (Eph.5:26).
Moreover, “rivers of living water” spoke “of the Spirit which they that believe on him should receive” (John 7:38, 39). Notice, however, that the blood is mentioned first (John 19:34). No one can receive the Spirit until they have personally appropriated the blood of Christ to their own heart and life. They who have applied the Blood, and whom the Holy Spirit indwells and governs, are the Church that Christ has purchased.
The seven-branched Lampstand was supported by one Central Stem, suggestive of Christ Himself, “who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks” (Rev. 1:12—2:1). Of lamps there were seven (perfection), but of branches there were but six (the number of man—short of perfection)! “Six branches shall come out of the sides of it” (Ex. 25:32), most likely representing the Church totally dependent on Christ. “I am the vine, ye are the branches,” speaks of Christ and His Church. The Lampstand is very much like the vine and its branches.
There were no windows, no natural light, nor any other lamp in the Tabernacle, except this Lampstand. Jesus is “the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (John 1:9). “He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light” (5:35). He said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (9:5), but He expects His Church to be “the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14), from His ascension to the rapture.
If the branches prefigured the Church, then the beating of the branches spoke of a suffering Church as well as a suffering Saviour. Jesus explicitly told His disciples that the Church would suffer persecution, and that “some of you shall … be put to death” (Luke 21:12-17). Then He added, “But there shall not an hair of your head perish” (verse 18). No, that is not a contradiction! Martyrs who gave their lives for their faith in Christ have not perished. To die was their gain, their graduation and completeness (Rom. 8:36, 37). Their death bears fruit for eternity.
Isaiah pictures a sevenfold aspect of Christ that blends well with the Lampstand. “The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him [the central stem that carries the branches and the lamps], the spirit of wisdom and understanding [each pair goes hand in hand], the spirit of counsel and might [second pair of branches], the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord [third pair]” (Isaiah 11:2). See illustration on page 79.
IV. OIL, TYPIFYING THE HOLY SPIRIT
A. OIL FOR THE LAMPS (Ex. 27:20, 21; Lev. 24:2-4)
This was pure olive oil obtained by beating. Does the Holy Spirit ever suffer? Yes. He can be grieved (Eph. 4:30), and grief is suffering. He can “be touched with the feeling of our infirmities” (Heb. 4:15) and “vexed” by our rebellion (Isa. 63:10). He is the Oil of Light, “to cause the lamp to burn always” (Ex. 27:20). Without the Spirit we have no light, and with Him there is no darkness.
B. OIL FOR ANOINTING (Ex. 30:22-33)
This holy ointment was made by a special formula, and strictly reserved for holy purposes such as consecrating the priests. It symbolizes the divine unction they needed to fulfill their duties.
Olive oil, without the spices, is also used for anointing the sick (James 5:13-16). Though oil does have healing properties, it is not the oil that does the healing. It portrays the healing that we trust the Lord to give, through the Holy Spirit, in response to the “prayer of faith.”
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What significant similarities has the Table with the Ark?
2. Both represent the same PERSON, but not the same PURPOSE.
3. How do they depict the deity of Christ, and the humanity?
4. Which one focuses especially on salvation and redemption?
5. Which one focuses on practical aspects of Christian living?
6. What does the Golden Crown tell us about the border?
7. What are the contrasts between the Shewbread and the Manna?
8. How does the Manna especially portray the deity of Christ?
9. How does the Shewbread emphasize His humanity and suffering?
10. How does the Lampstand foreshadow Christ and His Church?
11. Who did John see among the seven candlesticks (Rev. 1:12-20)?
12. What did Jesus say that those seven candlesticks represent?
13. What do knops, flowers, and bowls on the Lampstand signify?
14. What did Adam, the Lampstand, and Christ have in common?
15. What does the flowing of blood and water typify (John 19:34)?
16. By what energy did the lamps of the Lampstand “burn always”?







CHAPTER FOUR
THE CURTAINS AND COVERINGS
(four in number)
Exodus 26:1-14; 36:8-19
I. The LINEN CURTAIN, called THE TABERNACLE
Exodus 26:1-6
Only in this curtain is the “fine twined linen” given priority over the blue, purple, and scarlet colors (26:1). In all other parts of the Tabernacle the colors are named first. Linen is made from flax, a product of the soil. This curtain symbolizes the righteousness which Christ Incarnate wrought for us by His earthly ministry.
Egyptian linen was of super excellent quality, whiter than any fuller today could make it. The ability to make such quality was of the Lord, presumably in preparation for the Tabernacle. Some day, however, the Bride of Christ will be arrayed in linen superior to any earthly product. It will be “clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8), cleansed and made holy by the blood of Christ.
One special feature in this curtain was several cherubim, guardians of God’s holiness, watching as it were, everything that went on in both parts of the Tabernacle. Cherubim were a warning to all who entered, to proceed with caution. They were indeed treading on holy ground.
This Fine Linen Curtain was composed of ten strips, each 28 cubits long, and four cubits wide. Five of these were coupled together into one section, and five into another section. Then the two sections were coupled together with one hundred loops of blue and fifty taches (buckles or clasps) of gold (Ex. 26:1-6).
While we do not try to prove anything by our typological numbers, the recorded facts do present interesting combinations. Some of them surely were more than mere coincidence. We agree that the fine linen was a product of earth (4), which was the width of each strip, and its quality was perfect (7). Quality (7), times the width (4), equals the length (28) of each strip. Only by grace (5) is righteousness obtained, and five coupled to five (grace upon grace!) equals ten (the number of completeness, ALL BY GOD’S GRACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD!
Notice especially the fifty loops of blue [BLUE it had to be] on the edge of each section (26:4, 5), and the fifty taches of gold (v. 6) to couple the two sections together: “and it shall be one tabernacle.” Forty-nine or fifty-one would have marred the type. Fifty was not an arbitrary number but one for which there is no substitute: 5 x 10 = GRACE COMPLETED.
“And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Lev. 25:10-24). Every fiftieth year was to be a Year of Jubilee. Debts were canceled, mortgages released, and captives set free. That is exactly what Jesus did for us (spiritually) on Calvary. That, indeed, was COMPLETE GRACE!
According to Luke, Jesus launched His preaching ministry in Nazareth by reading from Isaiah 61:1, 2.
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18, 19).
Jesus stopped reading in the middle of a sentence (see Isa. 61:2), because “the day of vengeance” had not yet come. He had come “to preach the acceptable year of the Lord,” salvation through His sacrifice on Calvary. At Calvary Jesus canceled our sin debt and set true believers free from slavery to Satan. That was all so beautifully illustrated by the Year of Jubilee, and is symbolized in this curtain by the fifty taches.
“Thou shalt hang up the veil under the taches” (Ex. 26:33). The veil and the taches both relate to Calvary, and it was God who specified their close proximity. When Jesus canceled the sin debt on Calvary, the veil in the Temple was rent (Mt. 27:51), offering free access to the throne of Grace (Heb. 4:16).
By God’s redemptive grace (5) the fine linen of righteousness, “even the righteousness of God,” is imputed to the believer by faith (Rom. 3:22-26; 4:22-24). Then God’s enabling grace (5) imparts to believers the grace to “be partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4) by experience. When the imputed and the imparted righteousness are coupled together by the believer’s faith and experience of Calvary (fifty taches), “it shall be one tabernacle” (Ex. 26:6) wherein God dwells. Then it is no longer you, but “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27b).
II. THE GOATS’ HAIR CURTAIN
Exodus 26:7-13
“And thou shalt make curtains of goats’ hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make . … And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves” (Ex. 26:7, 9a). These two distinct sections suggest a double typological meaning.
A. The Goats’ Hair Curtain first of all typifies the sin of man, human failure, and confusion. Adam and Eve had been created absolutely righteous and perfectly holy. They were as pure as the righteousness symbolized by the fine linen curtain. One sin ruined it all! Their righteousness was gone, and they were sin-scarred in spirit, soul, and body. The verdict, “Thou shalt surely die,” became reality. It was the beginning of human failure and confusion.
To symbolize the dilemma, eleven is the appropriate number, and goats’ hair the appropriate material. Goats have been used for deception. Rebekah used kid skins to deceive Isaac into mistaking Jacob for Esau (Gen. 27:11, 16). David’s wife Michal used a goats’ hair pillow to deceive Saul’s messengers (1 Sam. 19:12-17). In the judgment of the nations (Mt. 25:31-46), those set on the left are called goats. So goats have been used to symbolize human failure and sin.
Six being the number of man, the six curtains coupled by themselves emphasize the fallen nature of man. Moses was told to “double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle” (Ex. 26:9b). The doubled curtain hung down over the top of the Tabernacle Door, where it could always be plainly seen from the area of the brazen altar. This should remind us that, though our sins may be forgiven, our flesh is not eradicated. David’s sin had been forgiven and his heart cleansed, yet he confessed, “My sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51:31). Like David, we have all been “shapen in iniquity” (v.5). We need repeated cleansing by the blood of Christ and constant grace to live victoriously.
The Goats’ Hair Curtain is called “the tent” (Ex. 26:11, 12, 14). Our earthly bodies are the temporary tent in which we live. We may be redeemed by the blood of Christ and “have the firstfruits of the Spirit, [yet] even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). Funerals are reminders that these earthly tents are not yet redeemed. Our flesh must be controlled, but it will not be eradicated until it is vacated.
B. The Goats’ Hair Curtain also typifies Christ as our Sin Offering (Isa. 53:10; 2 Cor. 5:21). The Bible specifies eleven occasions when goats were to be used for a sin offering (Lev. 4:22-26, 27-28; 9:3; Nu. 15:22-24; 28:11, 17, 22, 29; 29:5, 11, 16-38). In all of these cases goats typify Christ as our atonement, the ultimate and ONLY efficacious Sin Offering for man. God has made Christ who knew no sin, to be “an offering for sin” (Isa. 53:10), “that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Yes, the Greek word for “sin” in 2 Corinthians 5:21 is hamartia, translated sin 172 times in the New Testament. But Jesus “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and He “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). He “is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26), “and in him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). Obviously, Jesus did not literally become sin but was made “an offering for sin” (Isa. 53:10), paying the price for our redemption.
The scapegoat was also used to make an atonement for Israel (Lev. 16:10), bearing “their iniquities unto a land not inhabited” (verses 20-22). Likewise Christ, our effectual Sin Offering, removes our sins from us “as far as the east is from the west.” There is no justification for continuing in known sin!
“And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, … and couple the tent together, that it may be one” (Ex. 26:9, 11). Five curtains (# of grace) coupled to six (# of man), rescue fallen man from human failure and chaos (typified by 11 curtains). As the fifty taches of brass coupled “the tent together, that it may be one,” so Calvary (typified by the 50th Year) couples the redeemed (6) to their Gracious Redeemer (5) that they may be one! “As thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us” (John 17:21).
III. THE COVERING OF RAMS’ SKINS DYED RED
Exodus 26:14a
Rams were used for consecrating the priests for office, one for a burnt offering (Ex. 29:15-18), and one for the consecration (verses 19-22). For our sakes Jesus sanctified Himself (John 17:19) to be both our High Priest and our Sacrifice at the same time. No human priest could have qualified to officiate at that sacrifice.
“For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself … consecrated for evermore” (Heb. 7:26-28).
Jesus “made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8).
Rams’ skins denote Christ, our Suffering High Priest, “consecrated for ever more.” First He was our atoning sacrifice. Ever since He has been the “mediator between God and men” (1 Tim. 2:5). But rams’ skins undyed were not sufficient. They had to be dyed red, obviously symbolizing the blood of Christ, without which there “is no remission” (Heb. 9:22).
IV. THE TOP COVERING OF BADGERS’ SKINS (Ex. 26:14b)
What really were these “badgers’ skins”? Adam Clarke says, “Few terms have afforded greater perplexity to critics and commentators than this.” He thinks no animal is intended but a color, and names six colors that may be intended. Modern copy-righted translations use quite a variety of names, including both land and sea animals. Whatever the top covering was, it must have been a tough, durable leather that was also used for shoes (Ezek. 16:10). Surely it was non-porous, water repellent and weather resistant, protecting the beautiful interior for at least forty years. Protection was its purpose.
Exquisite beauty abounded on the inside of the Tabernacle, which the outside world never saw. The exterior concealed, protected, and safely preserved all that inner beauty. It withstood the burning heat of the sun, the pelting of the rain, and the beating of the storm. Does that not symbolize the torture, the ridicule, the shame, and the spitting that Jesus endured for our sake? His mutilated features had “no form nor comeliness; … no beauty that we should desire him” (Isa. 53:2).
There are no dimensions given for the two upper coverings. Dimensions set bounds, limitations, thus far and no further. But the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood (typified by the Rams’ Skins Dyed Red) is immeasurable. That unsightly, sun-tanned, weather-beaten leather covering may typify the boundless and immeasurable protection that believers have in Christ.
Non-Christians never see the inner beauty of Christ. They may see Him as an ordinary man (leather), or perhaps as a good man and a spiritual leader (fine leather). But looking deeper we find Christ to be the Blessed Redeemer, the atoning Sacrifice (Rams’ Skins Dyed Red) by whom God can justly redeem fallen man from human failure and sin (Goats’ Hair Curtain). Jesus Christ is the “righteousness of saints” (Ten Curtains of Fine Twined Linen), bringing home “to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:27). Acceptable righteousness is available only through Christ (Rom. 3:22-26; 4:22-24; 10:3; Phil. 3:9). “Yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my friend” (S. of Sol. 5:16).
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What, really, is “the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8)?
2. How does it compare with Adam’s original holiness?
3. How much disobedience did it take to ruin it all for Adam?
4. Is God more tolerant today than He was with Adam?
5. Why did the Goats’ Hair Curtain cover every thread of Linen?
6. Why eleven curtains; and Goats’ Hair for the chosen material?
7. How could six curtains coupled to five first symbolize sin, and then also symbolize Christ as an Offering for sin?
8. Well, what do Rams’ Skins Dyed Red, and no dimensions, symbolize?
9. What, missing in the Goats’ Hair, did the Rams’ Skins supply?
10. Is there anything too hard for our Consecrated High Priest?
11. What do fifty taches of gold and fifty of brass typify?
12. How do gold and brass supplement and complement each other, their united symbolism doing what neither could do alone?
13. Of whatever hides the top cover consists, what major purpose does it serve, and whose greater service does it symbolize?
14. How does our experience prove our need of that very service?
15. What evidence have you had of that service in your life?



 

Showing both the Curtains and Coverings, as well as the
Tabernacle Structure, discussed in Chapter Five.



CHAPTER FIVE
THE TABERNACLE STRUCTURE
Exodus 26:15-37; 36:20-38
(Boards, Bars, Sockets, Pillars of the Veil and the Door)
I. BOARDS “standing up,” SOCKETS and BARS
Exodus 26:15-29
The first step to make boards is to cut down trees, sever them from their earthbound roots, and strip them of all their branches. Likewise, to be transformed from sinners into saints, we must be cut loose from our carnal roots and be stripped of every tentacle that reaches out to embrace this world’s system.
We must fall at Jesus’ feet and submit to spiritual surgery. Only then can we be upright members of Christ’s body. We need a heart transplant, like God promised to Israel:
“From all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh” (Ezek. 36:25b, 26).
If the Tabernacle represents Christ and His Church on earth, then the boards must symbolize the members of His body, standing upright in Christ (encased in gold). What a blessed contrast to fallen man apart from Christ! “Dust thou art, to dust returnest [Gen. 3:19], was not spoken of the soul.”3 Instead, God has “made us accepted in [Christ] the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). In Him we are “fitly joined together” (4:16).
Every board was ten cubits long (responsibility completed) and 1½ cubits wide (three half-cubits, approved by the Trinity). Completeness is not in man but in Christ! Those boards symbolize a status of uniform perfection to which man of himself cannot attain, a status that is available ONLY in Christ.
The illustration below shows what makes the Tabernacle boards perfectly uniform in the eyes of God. The top line represents the perfection which God requires, and PROVIDES IN CHRIST. The naked arrows illustrate the SELF-righteous approach: “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6); “measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves” (2 Cor. 10:12). They simply lower their standard (broken line) to where they feel comfortable in themselves. Valid perfection is found only in Jesus Christ as illustrated by the four who are in Him. The shortest one of all represents a newborn babe in Christ. In Him he is reckoned as holy and as perfect as the tallest of all. In Christ, God sees him as already perfected, as having reached the upper line. His taller brethren likewise see him, not as a hopeless runt, but as one whose perfection is in Christ, fully as perfect as a mature saint of God. We understand that the Tabernacle boards (each encased in gold) represent the members of Christ’s body (Eph. 5:30). Each one is complete (ten cubits high), because Christ is their perfection.

The tallest of them received Christ in his youth. Through the grace and strength of Christ he has grown to where he now is. He knows full well that he has no perfection in himself, that it was the grace of God through Christ that brought him thus far, and that he is accepted ONLY in Christ (Eph. 1:6). Those little marks (^) pointing upward represent holy aspirations for lifelong growth in Christ.
Those with aspiration marks represent Christians in various stages of growth, knowing that their salvation depends on ABIDING in Christ. By trusting Him they keep growing.
The fallen one had received Christ, but has now forsaken the crucified life and is “doing his own thing.” Whether by living “after the flesh” (Rom. 8:13b), or seeking to be “justified by the law” (Gal. 5:4), he makes Christ “of no effect” in his life. His spiritual stature is buckling! The arms of Christ remain wide open, but by going his own way this person is about to plunge to his eternal ruin. Unless he repents he will find no place in the Tabernacle.
Apart from Christ, no one is complete and there are no two members alike. All perfection is in Christ. He alone can bridge the chasm from human imperfection “unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). In Him man is no longer known “after the flesh” (2 Cor. 5:16). In Christ we become “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). God sees believers as “complete in [Christ]” (Col. 2:10), “that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (4:12b).
There were forty-eight boards in all, but the number forty-eight is not found. Instead, it says twenty boards on each side (ten doubled = dual completion). Jesus completed every responsibility toward God and man! At the west end there were six boards, plus two corner boards, obviously mitered around the corners, tying all three sides together: 6 (number of man) + 2 (union with Christ) = 8 (new beginning). Surely Christ “is become the head … of the corner” (Ps. 118:22).

Two (union with Christ) is the prominent number here (found thirteen times in Exodus 26:17-27 and ten times in 36:22-30). Believers in Christ (boards of wood overlaid with gold) yield their personal identity to identify with Him who is fully God yet fully Man. Union with Christ is indeed the secret of Life.
At registration, each soldier gave half a shekel of silver as atonement money. God said, “The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel” (Ex. 30:13-15). The cost of atonement is the same for every soul.
Three thousand shekels make one talent, the weight of each socket (Ex. 38:25-27). Each board stood upon two sockets, which was the atonement money of twelve thousand men. Atonement is EXTREMELY COSTLY. See Psalm 49:7, 8 in NIV or in German.
These boards stood side by side, held firmly together by five bars (grace) all the way around. The bars were of shittim wood overlaid with gold, typical of the dual nature of Christ. “And he made the middle bar to shoot through the boards from the one end to the other” (Ex. 36:33), an appropriate reminder of “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).

Both the middle bar and the corner boards raise a question as to the thickness of the boards. Josephus says “the thickness was four fingers.”4 Solid boards that thick, and 1½x10 cubits} would have been extremely heavy. Some translations call them frames instead of boards. Perhaps they were hollow panels, with an interior framework to provide maximum strength with minimum weight. The dimensions of the corner boards and the “bar to shoot through the boards” would seem to require a thickness of at least three inches. See illustration of the corner boards.
At any rate, making boards that size (probably with hand tools and homemade glue) and bars 45 feet long from a tree whose maximum height is about 25 feet, demonstrates the marvel of their God-given ingenuity (Ex. 31:1-6).
According to Josephus the bars were in five-cubit sections, joined together by male-female couplings, “so fastened in their joints, that they held the whole firmly together.”5
II. THE VEIL, ITS SILVER SOCKETS AND FOUR PILLARS
Exodus 26:31-33; 36:35-36
“Thou shalt make a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: with cherubim shall it be made” (Ex. 26:31). The Bible does not say what the four prominent colors stand for, but we do know that Jesus more than matches all the symbolisms suggested for the colors. He really is the Heavenly One (blue), the Royal One (purple), the Suffering Servant (scarlet), and the Righteous One (fine [white] linen). All these colors were woven into the Veil, and the Bible tells us that the Veil represents Christ’s flesh (Heb. 10:20).
Therefore it seems safe to assume that the colors denote the attributes of Christ. No wonder the veil in the temple was rent in twain at the moment Christ died! By His death He consecrated for us “a new and living way” into the Holy of Holies, giving us access to the Blood-sprinkled Mercy Seat.

The rending of the Veil in the Temple shows God’s interest in the meaning of His types and shadows. That Veil was probably four times as large and more than twice as thick as its predecessor in the Tabernacle, but that in no way mars the symbolism. The way to the Holy of Holies was closed, except on the Great Day of Atonement when “the high priest alone [entered with awesome caution] once every year, NOT WITHOUT BLOOD” (Heb. 9:7).
Violations were punishable by death. But on Calvary Christ opened “a new and living way” (Heb. 10:20), so that we are now invited to “come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (4:16).
This beautiful Veil, embroidered with cherubim, hung on four pillars of wood overlaid with gold, and standing in sockets of silver. Four (the number of earth) is the most appropriate number of pillars to represent Christ’s life on earth and His death on Calvary. Then there is that significant rending of the temple Veil at the very moment that Jesus died!
The pillars of the Veil stood in sockets of silver, symbolizing the atonement Christ wrought on Calvary. The hooks of gold upon which the Veil hung suggest His constant support from heaven, even while hanging on the cross. For truly, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself” (2 Cor. 5:19).
III. THE DOOR, FIVE PILLARS, CHAPITERS AND FILLETS OF GOLD, AND SOCKETS OF BRASS
Exodus 26:36-37; 36:37-38
The Door (Tabernacle entrance) had a hanging of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen wrought with needlework. The design is not described, but the colors and fiber were just like the Veil. The pillars were wood overlaid with gold, the same as the pillars associated with the Veil. The three entrances (to the Court, to the Tabernacle, and to the Holy of Holies) all represent Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

However, there are several significant contrasts. The door had no Cherubim, five pillars instead of four, brass sockets instead of silver, and the pillars were crowned with chapiters and fillets of gold (Ex. 36:38), of which we read nothing in connection with the Veil. Why the difference?
The Veil denotes the body of flesh in which Jesus suffered and died. In His earthly life and in His death He wore no golden crown, only a crown of thorns. At Calvary He was humiliated and “cut off” (Isa. 53:8) in the prime of His earthly life.
The five pillars at the Door were crowned with golden chapiters. Five is the number and Christ is the means of GRACE, freely extended to us. We are living in the era of grace. Jesus is no longer in the flesh, no longer humiliated. He is resurrected, ascended, crowned and glorified as Lord of all: hence five pillars appropriately crowned with golden chapiters!
Jesus is the Door to the sheepfold. Since He is the Gate, the Door, and the Veil we may safely assume that their primary role is to typify Him. Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. He was the Architect of the Creation, and He will be the Engineer of the Consummation.
The pillars of the Door stand in five sockets of brass (brass typifies judgment). Once Jesus took our sins upon Himself and stood in judgment for us, but now and henceforth He will surely be our Judge (John 5:21-23a). And, “Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:9, NKJ).6
Five (the number of grace) sockets of brass (symbol of judgment) may seem like a contradiction. We find, however, that in the era of grace, grace abounds even in judgment. “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor.11:31-32). That is GRACE!
Remember that we do not use types to establish doctrine, but only to illustrate what the Bible clearly teaches.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. If the boards of wood represent “members of his body” (Eph. 5:30), what part of the board represents Christ?
2. How do you account for the boards’ perfect uniformity?
3. Why do the boards stand in sockets of silver, not of brass?
4. What is the typological evidence of their safe standing?
5. How could bars 45 feet long be made of shittim wood?
6. What does the Bible say that the Veil represents?
7. What features does the Veil have that the Door doesn’t have?
8. Why do the pillars at the Veil stand in sockets of silver?
9. Why do the pillars at the Door stand in sockets of brass?
10. Why are the pillars at the Veil simply “cut off” at the top?
11. Why are the pillars at the Door crowned with gold chapiters?
12. Why do you think God was so specific about all these details?
13. Though we dare not be dogmatic about our conclusions, would God be pleased with our indifference about His specifics?
14. What symbolism do the Gate, Door, and Veil share in common?
15. Why do some who enter at the Gate, never get inside the Door?
16. What warning does that offer to casual “Christians”?







CHAPTER SIX
THE OUTER COURT, GATE, PILLARS AND HANGINGS
Exodus 27:9-19; 38:9-20
I. THE COURT, PILLARS, SOCKETS,
HANGINGS, HOOKS, PINS
Exodus 27:9-19
The outer Court separated the worship center from the out side world. Christians, you see, are in the world but not of the world (John 15:19; 17:14-16. They are set apart as God’s purchased property and peculiar treasure, which of course means special discipline in keeping with their unique calling (Ex. 19:5; Amos 3:2; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Eph. 5:11).
Around the court stood sixty pillars of brass—or wood overlaid with brass. The less than seventy-one talents of brass recorded in Exodus 38:29-31 would not have sufficed for the Laver, the grate and vessels of the altar, nearly two hundred tent pins, and sixty-five sockets plus sixty pillars of solid brass seven and a half feet high. The pillars are not even named among the items that used most of the brass. Therefore we presume the court pillars were wood overlaid with brass.
Furthermore, wood typifies humanity. If the boards standing shoulder to shoulder represent the Church as the corporate Body of Christ, the pillars around the court may symbolize individual believers displaying Christ to the world. They are indeed upholding a fine linen hanging, and “fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8).
The Church stands in sockets of silver (atonement), but as individuals each one still stands alone, each in his own socket of brass (judgment). This illustrates what we already know, that in the final Judgment each person will stand alone, in a fixed position too late to change. Each one will be answerable for his own state of being. There will be no hiding behind another, no passing of blame to another.
Sixty brazen pillars, standing in sixty sockets of brass, were nevertheless crowned with silver (atonement). That is indeed a twelvefold multiplicity of grace (12 x 5 = 60). Yet the number sixty is not quoted at all. The pillars are enumerated as twenty on each side and ten at each end (2 x 20 plus 2 x 10 = 60). The court, 100 cubits long and 50 cubits wide, encircled with hangings 5 cubits high, abounded with multiples of 5 and 10, including 15, 20, 50, 60, and 100.
The hanging of fine twined linen was five cubits high all the way around the court. It reached from one end of the east gate, all the way around the court to the other end of the east gate. The gate, 20 cubits wide, left 15 cubits on each side of the gate to the corner, plus 100 cubits for each side and 50 cubits for the west end (2 x 15 = 30 + 250 = 280 cubits). That corresponds exactly with the embroidered fine linen curtain on top of the Tabernacle. The Linen Curtain consisted of ten strips, each 28 cubits long, which totaled exactly 280 cubits. For the numerical typology of that curtain, see Chapter Four.
There was not an ounce of gold in the outer court. The gold was all confined to the vessels, boards, pillars, and hooks either inside or attached to the Tabernacle structure, and well covered with the four Coverings upon it (Chapter Four).
The most prominent materials in the court were brass and wood. But at the top, above the fine linen hanging, were silver chapiters, fillets, and hooks, typifying atonement through Christ Incarnate, who gave His life in judgment for our sins and arose victorious over sin and death. The fillets of silver (atonement) carried the weight of the linen hanging (righteousness). You see, our righteousness in Christ depends wholly upon redemption through Him. Apart from redemption we have no righteousness.
The silver hooks at the top of the pillars were for the ropes that anchored the pillars to pins of brass (Ex. 27:19) driven into the ground like tent stakes. Each pillar was held securely erect. We too need to be anchored in our Lord Jesus Christ. Without Him we are as insecure as those pillars would be without an anchor.
The humanity, typified by the wood in the boards and pillars, may include believers as the body of Christ, while the gold and brass, respectively, may represent Christ as both our King and our Judge. He who gave Himself as a Suffering Servant [scarlet] and Consecrated High Priest [Rams’ Skins Dyed Red] will just as surely be our Judge and our King!
The Bible does not specifically say on which side of the hanging the pillars stood. Some pictures show them outside the hanging, which mars the typology. Their purpose is to hold up that fine linen: “the righteousness of saints.” One who is not “in Christ” has nothing to do with righteousness. If the pillars represent believers upholding Christ for the world to see, they must at least be on the inside. Otherwise they could not display Christ. Being crowned with silver chapiters denotes atonement, which cannot be obtained on the outside. Therefore it seems imperative that the pillars stand on the inside.
II. THE GATE AND ITS COLORS,
BREADTH, AND HEIGHT
Exodus 27:16; 38:18, 19
“And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: and their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four”(27:16).
These were all included in the sixty pillars and sockets around the court, and apparently were identical with them.
The hanging of the Gate (representing Christ) was distinctively different from the pure white hanging of the court. In fact the Hebrew word macak (# 4539, pronounced maw-sawk) is used exclusively for the four-colored, embroidered linen used at the three entrances: the Gate, the Door, and the Veil. The word for the plain white hanging of the court is qela’ (# 7050).
The Gate, the Door, and the Veil all bore the four prominent colors that portray various aspects and attributes of our Lord and Savior. Blue declares His heavenly origin (John 8:23), Purple His royalty (Rev. 19:16), Scarlet His suffering and death (Isa. 53), and Fine Linen His righteousness (1 John 2:29). Jesus towers above all others exclusively unique, as “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens” (Heb. 7:26).
The Gate, Door, and Veil are a threefold united emphasis that Jesus is truly the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and that no man ever comes to the Father but by Him (John 14:6). Each has its own unique emphasis as well. The Gate is only half as high as the Door and the Veil, but praise God it is twice as wide. The Altar (type of Calvary) is just inside the Gate. The invitation to Calvary redemption is wide open to one and all, as suggested by the double width. Our yards may be entered by way of a gate, but the house by way of a door (Truth). Not everything that enters at the gate continues into the house. See Mt. 13:41-42, 47-50.
The second passage way is the Door, only half as wide but twice as high as the Gate. The purpose and character of a door is twofold. It is designed to admit entrance and to prevent entrance. The same is true of Christ. He prevents the entrance of sin, and those who choose sin rather than the way of the cross cannot enter where Christ reigns. Some who enter the Gate by an outward profession are not willing to follow through with a crucified life. The closer one comes to the Lord, the more the path narrows. Only the narrow way leads to heaven; the broad way ever leads to hell.
The third passage way is through the Veil, which signifies the death of Christ, and tells us that we too must die to self before we can be His disciple (Mark 8:34-38; Luke 14:26-27). He who presently is the Door to the sheepfold will eventually be our Judge (Acts 10:42). Abiding crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20) assures entrance through the Veil, the “new and living way.” Refusing the crucified life is cause enough to prevent entrance when the Judge of all the earth calls His children home.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. The Outer Court already provides separation from what?
2. Is “Outer Court” separation sufficient for total victory?
3. How many degrees of separation are shown in the Tabernacle?
4. Does the New Testament diminish or intensify our separation?
5. What symbols of divine judgment do you see in the Court?
6. Where does the evidence of judgment cease in the Tabernacle?
7. Is judgment from there on abandoned or intensified?
8. What in the Tabernacle replaces the prominence of brass?
9. Does that suggest more lenience or more holiness?
10. Why are the cherubim all in the Sanctuary and none outside?
11. What is the Biblical role and function of the cherubim?
12. Which effects the most reverence, brass, gold, or cherubim?
13. With whom and when does judgment begin, daily in life or once in death?
14. What do the pillars of the Court hold high for all to see?
15. Since the Court pillars are crowned with silver (atonement), why do they still stand in sockets of brass?
16. Why is the silver on the pillars of the Court confined to the chapiters at the very top, while in the Tabernacle it is confined to the sockets on which the boards stand?







CHAPTER SEVEN
THE BRAZEN ALTAR AND THE BRAZEN LAVER
I. THE BRAZEN ALTAR
Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7
“And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; and the altar shall be foursquare: and the height thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass” (Ex. 27:1,2).
This Altar was the one place where all their sacrifices were to be offered. Obviously it represents Calvary, because God said if anyone offers a sacrifice, “and bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer an offering unto the Lord …; blood shall be imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people” (Lev. 17:3, 4, 5, 6, 9). Of course God had a valid reason for every stipulation, and He had a reason for this. ANY SUBSTITUTE FOR CALVARY IS SPIRITUALLY FATAL!
God Himself chose not only the place and the sacrifice (Gen. 22:2; Ex. 20:24b; Dt. 12:5, 11, 14, 18, 26; 14:23-25; 16:2, 6, 7, 15, 16), but also the material and the dimensions for the altar. There were no arbitrary options.
The wood, typifying humanity, reminds us that Christ became Man for the express purpose of experiencing our infirmities, and “to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). “For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities: but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).
The length and breadth, five cubits foursquare, reminds us of the grace of God equally available to all mankind. Horns illustrate power (2 Chron. 18:10; Hab. 3:4). Horns on every corner of this altar probably symbolize the power of the blood, available and equally efficacious for all people worldwide.
The Bible tells us “that God [the Father] was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself” (2 Cor. 5:19), and that Christ “through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God” (Heb. 9:14). This tells us that all three Persons of the Holy Trinity were involved at Calvary. The Altar being three cubits high may be a hint of the Trinity’s involvement.
The wood and the horns being overlaid with brass typifies judgment. Calvary was a manifestation of God’s necessary judgment upon sin. The sinless Son of God, “the Just for the unjust” (1 Pet. 3:18), was the only Being in the universe qualified to offer a sacrifice sufficient for our atonement!
The net, or grate, was of solid brass (no wood), therefore capable of bearing the heat of the fire. “And thou shalt put it under the compass of the altar beneath, that the net may be even to the midst of the altar” (Ex. 27:5). Mid-altar may denote His inner anguish, when Jesus cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mt. 27:46). Halfway down puts the grate to the same height as the Table and the Ark. Table fellowship and the Mercy Seat were both made possible through Calvary.
“Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and it shall be most holy” (Ex. 29:37). Seven days of sanctification indicates the importance of this Altar.
II. THE BRAZEN LAVER
Exodus 30:17-21; 38:8
“Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein” (Ex. 30:17).
We believe the Laver typifies     Jesus Christ, who “was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead” (Acts 10:42). “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son” (John 5:22). Solid brass with no wood, and with no dimensions given, beautifully portrays His divinely inspired judgments as totally immune from human limitations.
It is significant that the brass for the Laver was obtained from “the looking glasses of the women” (Ex. 38:8). The Bible likens God’s Word to a mirror (James 1:22-25). God expects us to use His Word to judge and cleanse our own walk of life, even as a mirror is used for outward grooming. “For if we would judge ourselves we should not be judged” (1 Cor. 11:31).
The water in the Laver undoubtedly typifies the Word of God, by which all men will ultimately be judged. The Word of God is called judgments eighteen times in Psalm 119. Jesus said, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). Hereby Jesus assures us that He will judge according to His written Word! Water used in ceremonial cleansing typifies the Word, and that is how it was used in the Laver.
“For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: when they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the Lord: so shall they wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever … throughout their generations” (Exodus 30:19-21).
The first step in consecrating the priests was for Moses to wash them with water (Ex. 29:4; 40:12; Lev. 8:6). This ceremonial bathing was delegated to Moses, but it certainly symbolized a deeper cleansing, which only God could do. Christ likewise sanctifies and cleanses the Church “with the washing of WATER by the WORD” (Eph. 5:26). “Now ye are clean through the WORD which I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3). This is the spiritual bath to which Jesus referred when He said to Peter, “He that is washed [louo-bathed completely] needeth not save to wash [nipto-wash only a part, such as] his feet” (John 13:10).
The feet-washing service, as commanded in John 13:1-17, certainly takes on a deeper meaning the moment we see the water as typifying the Word of God. Stooping down and washing my brother’s feet symbolizes a readiness to render menial, humble service to my brethren. But that is barely half of the story!
Our feet symbolize our walk of life, and the water the Word of God. To extend my bare feet to my brother symbolizes my willingness to lay my life bare before my brethren and have them use the Word of God to help me cleanse and improve my walk of life. I’d better mean it lest I play the hypocrite. Then, as I wash my brother’s feet, I symbolize my willingness to use the Word to help him improve his walk of life. To do that in a brotherly way requires a far deeper humility than to simply wash his feet and dry them with a towel!
There are instances where the WORD is called WATER. “Except a man be born of water [the Word] and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Obviously “the word of truth” is the seed by which the Father begat us (James 1:18). The gospel was the seed by which Paul had begotten the Corinthians (1 Cor. 4:15). For we are “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). The Word of God does the “washing of regeneration” by which the Spirit renews us (Titus 3:5). And “the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26) continues the process of progressive sanctification as long as we live. So the WATER in John 3:5 is the WORD.
Observe four great doctrines illustrated by the Altar:
Atonement: Lev. 17:11, 14; Heb. 9:22
Redemption: Gal. 3:13; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; Titus 2:14
Justification: Rom. 3:24-26; 5:1, 2
Initial Sanctification: Heb. 10:10, 14; 1 Cor. 1:30
Observe four great doctrines illustrated by the Laver:
Regeneration: John 3:5; 1 Cor. 4:15; Titus 3:5; James 1:18;
1 Peter 1:23
Illumination: Psalm 119:105, 130; John 1:1, 9
Self-examination: 1 Cor. 11:28; James 1:22-25
Progressive Sanctification: 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 5:25-27
 
WARNING
“Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell [and did not repent], severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” (Romans 11:22).
“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:17-18).
While the Laver and its cleansing water denote progressive sanctification for faithful believers, its brass also symbolizes the inevitable judgment of all apostates. Both of the verses just quoted solemnly warn us that judgment begins with God’s people, but is intensified against apostates. To abide in Christ we need to be crucified with Him (Gal. 2:20) by faith; and progressive sanctification is the barometer of our faith.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What aspect of Jesus’ ministry is typified by this Altar?
2. What may be the significance of the dimensions?
3. Why was it so offensive to offer sacrifices elsewhere?
4. For what typological purpose was the Altar framed with wood?
4. For what specific purposes had Jesus become fully Man?
5. What symbolism do the four horns and their location portray?
6. What important message do we get from the overlaying brass?
7. Why was it important for the Altar to be next to the Gate?
8. How many days did they sanctify the altar?
9. What official functions of Jesus does the Laver foreshadow?
10. What does total absence of wood and dimensions suggest?
11. From what did they obtain the brass to make the Laver?
12. How is the Word of God like a mirror? How is it like brass?
13. Do we “reinterpret” a mirror if we don’t like what we see?
14. What is the Standard by which Jesus will judge the world, AND US?
15. What does water used in ceremonial cleansing typify?
16. How should that affect our appreciation for ceremonial washing?
17. For what precaution did God say the priests should wash?
18. What application does that have for us today?







CHAPTER EIGHT
THE HOLY GARMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST
I. THE EPHOD
Exodus 28:4-7; 39:1-4
“And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, with cunning work. It shall have two shoulder pieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together” (Ex. 28:6, 7).
“And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue, and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, with cunning work” (Ex. 39:3).
Only in the Ephod, the Curious Girdle of the Ephod, and the Breastplate of Judgment do we find gold woven into any of the fabric connected with the Tabernacle. Review again the symbolism of the gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and the fine twined linen (page 13). Notice how this combination depicts the deity, the heavenly origin, the royalty, the suffering, and the spotless righteousness of Jesus Christ, in that order.
Observe also that “it shall have the two shoulder pieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together” (28:7). Joining together was the very purpose of the priesthood!
God had a definite purpose in the naming of Levi. “When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren” (Gen. 29:31). While Rachel suffered for want of a son, Leah suffered for want of love. At the birth of her third son she exclaimed hopefully, “Now this time my husband will be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi” (29:34), meaning joined unto.
The Levites typified the Church in many ways (see Chapter Twelve). They were joined unto Aaron (Nu.18:2, 4), a typological figure of the Church joined unto Christ, their spiritual Head. Furthermore, even after the Northern Kingdom had fallen, God spoke of a time when Israel would come and together with Judah would seek the Lord, to be joined unto Him.
“In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go and seek the LORD their God. They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten” (Jer. 50:4, 5).
Evidently God had several reasons to prescribe a two-piece ephod, joined together on the shoulders, symbolizing the role of Jesus Christ the eternal High Priest joining man to God.
II. THE CURIOUS GIRDLE OF THE EPHOD
Exodus 28:8; 39:5
“And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, … even of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen” (28:8).
Moses “girded [Aaron] with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it [the ephod] unto him therewith” (Lev. 8:7b).
Binding the Ephod securely upon the high priest seems to have been the only physical purpose of this girdle. It did not reinforce or strengthen the loins of the wearer as girdles are intended to do (Ps. 65:6; 93:1b). It did, however, indicate readiness for service, which is another purpose for being girded (Luke 12:35-37; John 13:4, 5). And since the gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen all represent the superior attributes of Christ, it may well typify His readiness and strength to meet our every need. His strength never fails!
Also upon the shoulders of the Ephod were two onyx stones. Engraved on each stone were the names of six tribes of Israel, according to their birth (Ex. 28:9-12). The high priest daily bore those names on his shoulders before the Lord. Shoulders, being places of strength, remind us that Christ, our strong and faithful High Priest, will never let us down.
III. THE BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT
Exodus 28:15-21; 39:8-21
“And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it. Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof. And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: [three in each row] … and the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, … , according to the twelve tribes” (Ex. 28:15-21).
With its twelve precious stones the Breastplate is obviously the most costly and possibly the most significant of all the garments. It heads the list in 28:4. Apparently each stone had its own unique significance. Some writers define each one, perhaps correctly. But I fail to find any extensive descriptions in the Bible, and my knowledge of precious stones is too limited to attempt an explanation of their symbolism.
Notice, however, that each name was engraved twice (once on an onyx stone and once on a stone set in the Breastplate). This suggests what God later declared through Isaiah, that He would never forget His people (Isa. 49:15, 16). John saw the names of the twelve tribes written on the gates of the holy city that descended out of heaven from God (Rev. 21:10-12).
The Breastplate was securely fastened with four golden chains. Two of them were anchored to the shoulder pieces and two to the Curious Girdle, “that the breastplate be not loosed from the ephod.” In His intercessory ministry, Christ always bears the names of God’s children on His heart.
Notice that the word two (the number of fellowship and of union with Christ) occurs twelve times in Exodus 28:23-27 and thirteen times in 39:16-20. That’s twenty-five times in ten verses! Union with Christ is the sinner’s Life Line and the Christian’s Anchor. It’s a major theme in Tabernacle Study.
The Breastplate was a span long and wide, foursquare being doubled (28:16), or folded up forming a pouch. “And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he goeth in before the Lord: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the Lord continually” (28:30; Lev. 8:8).
Urim and Thummim are defined as lights and perfections, respectively. We are not told exactly how God revealed His will through the Urim and Thummim, but evidently it left no question in the minds of those who used them properly. After King Saul had turned from the Lord, “the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets” (1 Sam.28:6), and Saul knew that God was not answering him (28:15).
Urim and Thummim were a combination that represented God’s perfect balance: balancing perception with forbearance, justice with pardon, judgment with mercy. “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5b). “He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he” (Dt. 32:4). Jesus Christ is “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (John 1:9).
All the perfections of God are manifested in Christ. He could well say, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person” (Heb. 1:3). In Christ we have the lights and the perfections of which Urim and Thummim were only a foreshadow.
IV. THE ROBE OF THE EPHOD ALL OF BLUE
Exodus 28:31-35: 39:22-26
“And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue. And there shall be an hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof: it shall have a binding of woven work round about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it be not rent. And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of blue and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold between them round about: a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about” (28:31-34).
The Hebrew word here translated robe is found only 19 times in the Old Testament. Job, recalling the respect he once enjoyed, said, “My judgment was as a robe and a diadem” (Job 29:14b). Job apparently lived about the time of Abraham. The next ten occurrences refer to this robe of blue (Ex. 28:4 through Lev. 8:7), and Isaiah speaks of the robe of righteousness. Otherwise robes in the Old Testament were confined to kings and princes.
This Robe of Blue pointed to the Heavenly Prince, the coming “KING of Kings.” I suspect it may have been seamless, like the coat of Jesus (John 19:23). At least it was made “of woven work, … [with] an hole in the midst of the robe” (39:22, 23).
Another special feature of the Robe was the full circle of golden bells and pomegranates around the hem. Pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, in addition to the symbolism of the three colors, denote our Lord’s fruitfulness on earth. As for the bells, “his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy place before the Lord, and when he cometh out, THAT HE DIE NOT” (Ex. 28:35).
The bells were meant to be heard when the high priest went in or came out of the Holy Place. Whenever I read Psalm 24:7-10, I visualize the joy bells in heaven ringing when our risen Lord, “The Lord strong and mighty,” ascended back to heaven! When I read that “the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,” then I wonder whether those golden bells were not a modest foreshadowing of the sounds that were heard when the King of Glory ascended back to heaven, and of the “SHOUT” when He comes again to take His Bride with Him to heaven.
I read on, “And the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). Then I wonder, Is that why, in his second round (24:9-10), the Psalmist added “The Lord of hosts,” to “The Lord strong and mighty (v.8)? His next return HOME will not be a solo flight! He will take with Him a HOST of redeemed believers. LET’S NOT MISS IT!
V. THE LINEN COAT: and VI. THE LINEN MITRE
“And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework” (Ex. 28:39).
“And they made coats of fine linen of woven work for Aaron, and for his sons, and a mitre of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine linen, and linen breeches of fine twined linen, and a girdle of fine twined linen, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, of needlework; as the Lord commanded Moses” (Ex. 39:27-29).
Aaron’s linen coat and girdle apparently were identical with those worn by his sons. His headgear was a mitre while those of his sons are called bonnets. Both are Old Testament symbols of reverence before God, but the difference between the two is not clear to me. Aaron and his sons always wore the fine linen breeches, “that they bear not iniquity, and die”(28:42,43).
VII. THE PLATE OF PURE GOLD
Exodus 28:36-38; 39:30,31
“And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord”(Ex.28:36-38).
By the above statement it is evident that the most holy things man can do are nevertheless tainted by our fallen nature, so that our High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, must bear the iniquity of our holy things. That Plate of Gold on Aaron’s forehead was symbolic of Christ bearing with us, even with our very best intentions, gifts, and prayers. These are acceptable to God only by virtue of the shed blood of Christ. That is why Moses and the high priests “sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry” (Heb. 9:21) at least every year. The very best worship we can offer is acceptable only by virtue of the blood of Christ!
 
WARNING
“And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; and there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen” (Mt. 22:11-14).
This would-be guest was probably wearing a beautiful suit of his own choosing. He may have looked with disdain upon the wedding garment which the king had chosen and freely supplied. His rejection of royal generosity was an insult to the king, as indicated by the consequences.
The High Priest’s holy garments should remind us that the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:8, 22-25) is the only garment in which we can be admitted to the wedding supper of the Lamb. The fig leaf garments of good works will never do! Faith in the blood of Christ is the only righteousness we can claim.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What was the basic purpose of the priesthood?
2. Why was the Ephod in two pieces, then joined together?
3. What does the name Levi mean?
4. Unto whom were the Levites to be joined?
5. To whom must we be joined to obtain salvation?
6. What three items had gold woven into their fabric?
7. Whom and what does each color and fabric typify?
8. What typological value do you see in the Curious Girdle?
9. What do the names on the priests’ shoulders suggest?
10. What is suggested by their names borne on his bosom?
11. Where else does the Bible say those names are written?
12. What attribute of Christ is typified by the Urim and Thummim?
13. Why did the High Priest wear a Robe all of Blue?
14. What mean those golden bells and pomegranates on the hem?
15. What three garments were the same for all the priests?
16. What did the mitre and the bonnets signify?
17. How has the Headship of Christ affected this principle?
18. What does that Plate of Pure Gold suggest to us today?







CHAPTER NINE
THE CONSECRATION OF THE PRIESTS
Exodus 29:1-37; 40:12-16; Leviticus 8:1-36
“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; and gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Moses did as the Lord commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation” (Lev. 8:1-4).
I. THE WASHING
Exodus 29:4; 40:12; Leviticus 8:5, 6
“And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the Lord commanded to be done. And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water” (Lev. 8:5, 6).
The initial washing was the first ceremonial act connected with consecrating the priests. Obviously it typified the New Testament “washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5), which only God can do. God had told Moses that Aaron “shall be thy spokesman to the people: … and thou shalt be to him instead of God” (Ex. 4:16). Therefore Moses, as God’s proxy, needed to do that washing.
(This initial bathing coincides with how Jesus explained the feet-washing service to Peter. “He that is washed [louo] needeth not save to wash [nipto] his feet, but he is clean every whit” (John 13:10). Jesus used two different Greek words: louo, meaning a complete bath [in this case, the washing of regeneration]; and nipto, meaning to wash only a part, like the hands or feet washed ceremonially, as He was doing for Peter.)
Leviticus 8 says nothing about the linen breeches without which the priests could not come near the altar. The breeches, God had said, “shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him” (Ex. 28:43).
Ever since the fall of man, God wants the human body to be well clothed. Although their linen coats reached to their ankles, wearing the linen breeches appears to have been a life or death matter for the priests. Apparently Moses washed Aaron and his sons while they wore their breeches.
Then Moses clothed them. God Himself had clothed Adam and Eve, and here Moses did likewise, clothing them piece by piece. He put upon Aaron the coat, girded him with the girdle, clothed him with the robe, put the ephod upon him, girded him with the curious girdle, put the breastplate upon him, put the Urim and Thummim into the breastplate, put the mitre upon Aaron’s head and put the golden plate upon his forehead (Lev. 8:7-9).
Six times he put; twice he girded; once he clothed. Every item and every act had its own unique significance, representing something that man cannot do for himself, but that God does for His children through our High priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.
II. THE ANOINTING
Leviticus 8:10-12
“And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and sanctified them. And he sprinkled thereof upon the [brazen] altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the Laver and his foot, to sanctify them” (Lev. 8:10-11).
The Tabernacle, and all that was therein and in the outer court, were anointed with oil: and all the vessels were sanctified. Only the brazen altar was sprinkled in addition to the anointing, and that seven times. That altar denotes Calvary!
“And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctify him. And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the Lord commanded Moses” (8:12-13).
There are five passages (Ex. 28:41; 30:30; 40:15; Lev. 7:35, 36; Nu.3:3) that sound as though the sons were to be anointed as well as Aaron. Three others (Ex.29:7; 40:13; Lev. 8:12, 13) speak of anointing Aaron without mentioning the sons. Henry W. Soltau concludes that the anointing was “confined to Aaron, a type of the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One. The anointing of Aaron’s sons was included in the anointing of Aaron himself.”7 He thinks Exodus 40:15 points to Aaron’s successors after his death. I have no definite answer. We do not find that Eleazer was further anointed with oil when he became high priest (Nu. 20:24-29).
III. THE SIN OFFERING
Exodus 29:10-14; Leviticus 8:14:17
Prior to the consecration of Aaron, Israel had no high priest. Moses continued to perform all the official duties. “And he brought the bullock for the sin offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering” (Lev. 8:14).
Exodus 29:10 is the first mention of laying hands on the head of an animal to be offered. This is a ceremonial act representing a transfer of one’s sins to the head of a vicarious victim. Immediately after that transfer, Moses slew the bullock, “took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar …, purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it” (v.15).
Moses purified and sanctified the altar so that upon it he could make reconciliation for Aaron and his sons. The sin offering was essential to reconcile, sanctify, and purify the priests. Moses burned all the fat, the caul, and the two kidneys of the sin offering upon the altar. “But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp: as the Lord commanded Moses” (Lev. 8:16, 17).
This appears to have been the first sin offering of its kind. Exodus 29 gives the initial instructions for it, and Leviticus was written after the priests were consecrated. The sin offering for a priest was to be a bullock (Lev. 4:3). “And no sin offering whereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be burnt in the fire”(Lev. 6:30). The sin offering, portraying the cost of sin, was not a sweet savor unto God, and was to be burned with fire without the camp.
IV. THE RAM FOR THE BURNT OFFERING
Exodus 29:15-18; Leviticus 8:18-21
The Burnt Offering was the usual offering from the time of Abel. It signified God’s acceptance of the offerer by virtue of and in anticipation of the shed blood of Christ, “wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved [Son]” (Eph. 1:6b). For the consecration of the priests, the Burnt Offering was to be a ram (Ex. 29:15-18).
Moses “brought the ram for the burnt offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram” (Lev.8:18). They identified with the victim, and claimed God’s promise of acceptance by virtue of the blood! And Moses killed the ram, sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about, cut the ram in pieces. Then “he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, and an offering made by fire unto the Lord” (vv.19-21). The Burnt Offering was a sweet savor.
Washing the inwards and the legs before burning them on the altar was a standard requirement for burnt offerings (Lev. 1:9). The inwards symbolize one’s inner being, nature, affections and attitudes; while the legs typify our walk of life. After being redeemed by the blood of Christ, we need also to be sanctified and cleansed progressively “with the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26), to be acceptable unto God as a sweet savor. Faith without fruit is a barren claim!
V. THE RAM OF CONSECRATION
Exodus 29:19-28; Leviticus 8:22-30
These are lengthy passages. Please follow in your Bible to understand the consecration. Moses brought the Ram of Consecration. Aaron and his sons, in acknowledgement of their guilt and their need, identified with the victim by laying their hands upon its head. Then Moses slew the ram, took of the blood, “and put it upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot” (Ex. 29:20; Lev. 8:23). He put blood upon the same three points of Aaron’s sons.
We understand that these three points represented their hearing, service, and walk of life. There is a children’s song which says, “Be careful little ears what you hear, … Be careful little hands what you do, … Be careful little feet where you go.” But why daub only the tip of one ear? No one hears with the tip of his ear! The tip is the very extremity of an ear, farthest from the inner ear. It is the last point that could possibly symbolize the hearing.
May we not thereby understand that God is concerned about the smallest portion of what we hear? He cares about peripheral misdeeds that only happen now and then, and those questionable places where we attend only once in awhile? The tip, the thumb, the toe—each represents an entire faculty: and true commitment includes the peripheral details as well as main-line activities. So beware of “little foxes, that spoil the vines” (Song of Sol. 2:15).
Moses “sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about” (Lev. 8:24b). Then he took the seven parts of the Consecration Ram, which God had specified to be burned for a sweet savour, together with unleavened bread, an unleavened cake tempered with oil, and an unleavened wafer anointed with oil (Ex. 29:2, 22-25; Lev. 8:25-28). All these he placed upon the hands of Aaron and his sons, waved them before the Lord, then burned all those pieces, and the bread, the cakes, and the wafer on the altar as a sweet savour unto the Lord.
Bread unleavened denotes freedom from sin, especially the absolute sinlessness of Christ Incarnate. Unleavened wafers tempered with oil speak of Jesus being filled with the Holy Spirit even before birth. Unleavened wafers anointed with oil typify His special anointing by the Holy Spirit, with power to fulfill in minute detail every part of His work.
Finally “Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons’ garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons’ garments with him” (Lev. 8:30).
Aaron and his sons boiled the remaining flesh of the Consecration Ram and ate it, with bread from the basket, at the door of the tabernacle. “And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire” (Lev. 8:31, 32).
Thus the ceremonies of the first day were completed, but all these ceremonies needed to be repeated daily for seven days. “And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his sons,… seven days shalt thou consecrate them. …” (Ex. 29:35-37).
“And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you. … Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night seven days, … that ye die not” (Lev. 8:33-35).
Abiding in the tabernacle for seven full days suggests the imperative for Christians to abide in Christ ALWAYS, that WE die not!
On the eighth day Aaron performed his first high priestly duties, offering seven different sacrifices “and a meat offering mingled with oil” (Lev. 9:1-4). But why was he told to offer a calf for his sin offering (9:1)? The sin offering for a priest was to be a bullock (4:3). This calf may have been a bullock, but Moses called it a calf. Was it to remind Aaron of his principal sin, the golden calf that he had made (Ex. 32:1-6)? Surely that sin had to be properly atoned for before Aaron could offer official sacrifices for others! First he offered his own sin offering, then a ram for his burnt offering (9:7-14), after which he offered for others.
Because Jesus Christ was absolutely sinless, He needed no sin offering for Himself like all other priests did. “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore” (Heb. 7:26-28).
“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God: from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:12-14).
Having been formed by God (Ps. 139:13-16), purchased, cleansed, and redeemed by the blood of Christ, and endowed with the Holy Spirit, we cannot afford to withhold from Him any part of our person, possession, purpose or plans. All are His!
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What does the initial washing of Aaron and his sons typify?
2. Why did Moses himself need to do all that washing?
3. With ankle-length coats, why were the breeches so important?
4. Why couldn’t the priests put the Holy Garments on themselves?
5. How was the Tabernacle and all its vessels sanctified?
6. What did Moses do to the altar in addition to its anointing?
7. On how many heads did Moses “pour” the anointing oil?
8. What is meant by laying hands on the head of a sacrifice?
9. Why was the animal then immediately slain?
10. Which offerings were, and which were not, a sweet savor?
11. Of which could they eat, and of which could they not eat?
12. Which was all burnt on the altar? Which without the camp?
13. Name the several ways the Consecration Ram was utilized.
14. What all was done with the blood of the Consecration Ram?
15. What did Moses sprinkle on the priests and their garments?
16. What did they do with all the things in the basket?
17. How many animals did Moses slay in those seven days?
18. Where did Aaron and his sons stay those seven days and nights?







CHAPTER TEN
THE INCENSE ALTAR AND THE ANOINTING OIL
I. THE GOLDEN INCENSE ALTAR
Exodus 30:1-10; 37:25-28
“And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it. A cubit shall be the length thereof and a cubit shall be the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about” (Ex. 30:1-10).
God instructed Moses about consecrating the priests (Ex. 29) before He introduced the Golden Altar. Perhaps one reason for this is because the Golden Altar represents Christ in His mediatorial role. “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). Aaron and the Brazen Altar typified Christ in His sacrificial role at Calvary. The Golden Altar stood squarely in front of the Mercy Seat, depicting Christ interceding at God’s right hand for believers today.
Wood continues to typify Christ’s humanity, for He is still the MAN Christ Jesus. Gold continues to illustrate in typology what the Bible declares with authority: that in His very essence and nature Jesus is also God. Isaiah, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said He shall be called “The mighty God” (9:6), using the same Hebrew word that is also translated “the most high God” (Gen. 14:18, 19, 20, 22). “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9).
The horizontal dimensions, one cubit long and broad, suggest the need for unity in human relationships. Two cubits high, points to union and fellowship with Christ. This illustrates in type what both the Word and personal experience plainly teach. If we neglect our horizontal relationships, it mars our vertical fellowship. Husbands are admonished to give honor unto their wives “as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). To live selfishly, or to be inconsiderate of a wife’s needs, would certainly hinder our prayers.
While husband-and-wife relationships are of primary importance, that is only part of the story. “Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor” (Lev. 19:13). “Devise not evil against thy neighbor” (Prov. 3:29). “Honour thy father and thy mother: and, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Mt. 19:19). These are only a few of the many admonitions on personal relationships; and that last clause is found eight times in the New Testament. Many prayers are unheard and fruitless because of faulty human relationships.
The Horns and the Crown (Ex. 30:2, 3)
Horns symbolize power (2 Chron. 18:10; Hab. 3:4). On the Brazen Altar they emphasize the power of the Blood; on the Golden Altar they signify the power of prayer. One horn on each corner suggests that this power is equally available to all people, and equally effective in all parts of the world.
The horns do not magnify the incense, which represents our prayers, but the Altar, which represents our Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous (1 John 2:1). Only in Him can we have power in prayer. Were it not for Him, our prayers would never reach heaven!
Praying in Jesus’ name gives recognition to His preeminence and authority. There must be a conscious and diligent effort to pray according to His will, under His authority, and to His glory. To attach Jesus’ name to a self-centered and selfish prayer is forgery, which God will not honor. We must remember that Jesus is our Legal Advocate as well as our Saviour. Because He is our Supreme Head in everything we do, we can neither worship effectively nor do business properly except in His name.
The Golden Crown is the shadow of Divine Royalty backing this Altar. The Brazen Altar, where the fires burned unendingly, has no crown. It represents Calvary where our Saviour suffered, bled, and died. Its brass speaks of judgment, and its horns denote the power of the blood. But the Crown on the Golden Altar declares the Victim of Calvary to now be the Victor over Satan, sin, and sorrow. He is “KING of Kings and LORD of lords,” the Daysman (Job 9:33) who could lay His hands upon both God and man and reconcile wretched man unto a just and holy God! Through Him, and HIM ALONE, our prayers reach the throne of grace.
The Golden Altar stood just outside the Veil, squarely in front of the Mercy Seat (Ex. 30:6). Now Jesus has opened for us “a new and living way” (Heb. 10:20), through none other than Jesus Himself. The Veil is gone, and we may enter. “Let us therefore come boldly [BUT HUMBLY!] unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).
Jesus’ intercessory ministry makes Him the ultimate fulfillment of all that the Levitical priesthood stood for. We cannot bypass Calvary (self must still be crucified), nor the “washing of water by the word” (the Laver), nor forego the Living Bread at the Table of Fellowship. These are all vital parts of the process. But if it were not for Christ’s intercessory ministry, we’d still be lost! Only once He died on Calvary, but ever since, He continues day and night as our Advocate (1 John 2:2), “seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for [us]” (Heb. 7:25).
Relationships are two-way affairs. Jesus most lovingly intercedes for us. We worship Him (and the Father through Him) in loving devotion expressed in adoration, praise, and thanksgiving as well as prayers, supplications, and intercessions. “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice” (Ps. 141:2).
The Golden Altar was intended for sweet incense (Ex. 30:7). Prayers should be well seasoned with love and devotion, lest we offer “strange incense” (v.9). “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). Grudge, spite, and ill will are sins that clamp a lid on prayer. To clear the circuits for prayer, such attitudes must be unloaded at Calvary through Christ, God’s Sin Offering and Burnt Sacrifice. Whatever has not been to Calvary is labeled “strange fire,” a fatal risk if offered at the Golden Altar. Two sons of Aaron tried it and were burned to death by “fire from the Lord” (Lev. 10:1-3).
Aaron was to burn sweet incense upon this Altar every morning and every evening (Ex. 30:7,8). Once a day was not enough! Incense symbolizes the prayers of the saints (Rev. 8:3-5), and “prayer is the Christian’s vital breath.” Our bodies cannot survive without breathing and our spirits cannot thrive without prayer.
II. THE ANOINTING OIL
Exodus 30:22-33; 40:9-11; Leviticus 8:10-12, 30
Oil is considered symbolic of the Holy Spirit. Therefore it is understandable that all these vessels, and the Tabernacle itself, should be anointed with oil. Everyone of them represented certain aspects of our Lord Jesus Christ, our ultimate Example of Spirit anointing.

“And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Isa.11:2).
This arrangement may have been patterned after the Golden Lampstand. The “spirit of the LORD [Jehovah],” the central and principal one of the seven, corresponds well with the central stem upon which all the branches depend totally. The other six are named in pairs, like the three pairs of branches on the Lampstand. See the accompanying illustration.
The Anointing Oil was composed of four principal spices (Ex.30:23,24):
500 shekels of pure myrrh,



250 shekels of sweet cinnamon,



250 shekels of sweet calamus,



500 shekels of cassia.



Soltau8 suggests that since wisdom and understanding are inseparable, pure myrrh may answer for the top pair of branches. [They are right in the center—in the very heart of it all.] And since counsel and might are totally different attributes, perhaps the cinnamon and calamus apply to the middle pair (each being only 250 shekels). Furthermore, since “all true knowledge is embodied in the ‘fear of the Lord,’ ”8 the cassia may represent the third pair of branches. That would make five hundred shekels for each pair.
Be that as it may, we do know that this was “an oil of holy ointment, … an holy anointing oil” (Ex. 30:25). Of the Tabernacle and all its vessels God said, “Thou shalt anoint … and thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy” (vv.26-29). These items in themselves were only metal, wood, and fiber; but set apart and sanctified to represent Jesus Christ, they are indeed holy.
This holy oil was poured upon Aaron’s head also (Lev. 8:12) and was sprinkled (with blood of the Ram) upon all the priests and their garments to sanctify them (Lev. 8:30). All this points to the work of the Holy Spirit, even as the Golden Altar of Incense represents the mediatorial ministry of Christ today. Both are indispensable imperatives without which we would all be doomed!
This “oil of holy ointment” was strictly reserved for holy use. “Upon man’s flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, … and it shall be holy unto you. Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his people” (Ex. 30:25, 32, 33). Also the perfume of sweet spices was not permitted for common use. “Whosoever shall make like unto it, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people” (vv.34-38). What God sets apart for sacred purposes is holy, sanctified, and inviolable. “Be not deceived: God is not mocked.”
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Why, as Mediator, is Jesus called the MAN Christ Jesus?
2. What need was there for an Altar, just to offer incense?
3. Why were wood and gold both important for this Altar?
4. What was the significance in the specified dimensions?
5. What is the purpose of horns on an incense altar?
6. What, really, is the secret of power in prayer?
7. What is meant by “strange incense” and “strange fire”?
8. What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”?
9. What does the Crown of Gold on this Altar signify?
10. Why was there no crown on the Brazen Altar?
11. Was the precise location of the Golden Altar important?
12. Is there anything between the Mediator and Mercy Seat today?
13. Where and how did Jesus open a new and living way?
14. What does incense represent, and how often was it offered?
15. Where was the anointing oil used, and what did it symbolize?
16. Where was it NOT to be used, and why not?
17. What all did Moses sprinkle with blood and anointing oil?
18. Did that oil make the Tabernacle and all its vessels holy?
Dear Reader:
We have studied the furniture and the features of the Tabernacle. I trust you have studied it not only from this book, but straight from the Bible, as is suggested in the forepart of the book. It is my sincere prayer that it may have whetted your appetite for more and deeper Bible study, looking for Christ on every page of the Scriptures.
Jesus Christ is the key figure from Genesis through The Revelation, “For it pleased the Father that in him [in Christ Jesus] should all fulness dwell; … For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 1:19; 2:9).
“The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. … He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:2, 3, 10-12).
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). Let us confess him NOW. Waiting until Judgment Day is forever too late!



CHAPTER ELEVEN
THE PASSOVER AND THE DAY OF ATONEMENT
I. THE ANNUAL JEWISH PASSOVER
Exodus 12:1-51
The annual Passover was both memorial and symbolic: memorial in memory of that first passover night in Egypt; symbolic because its ultimate fulfillment was Calvary, “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7).
At the first Passover God revised the Hebrew calendar, making the first half of the Jewish Civil Year to be the last half of their Sacred Year. Abib, which was the seventh month, He said, “shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you” (Ex. 12:2). It was the month in which God brought the Israelites out of Egypt (Ex. 13:4; 23:15; 34:18; Dt. 16:1). To this day the Jews use both calendars. Their legal documents (like contracts, deeds, and births) are dated by the Civil Calendar, but all religious events (like their feast days) are dated by the Sacred Calendar.
During the Babylonian Captivity the name Abib was changed to Nisan, found twice in the Bible (Neh. 2:1; Esther 3:7), and is still in use today. Nisan corresponds to the latter part of March and the forepart of April. The Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, is still the first day of Tishri. Tishri corresponds to the latter part of September and the forepart of October.
A. The Observation Period.
On the tenth day of Abib (now Nisan), each family was to select a lamb, without blemish, a male of the first year, and keep it, apparently isolated and under close observation, until the fourteenth day (Ex. 12:3-6a). If it would have been injured or become sick during those four days, it would have been blemished. A replacement would have been necessary.
That four-day interval apparently prefigured the critical observation of Jesus the last four days before His crucifixion. On Palm Sunday He rode into Jerusalem on “a colt the foal of an ass . … And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest” (Mt. 21:5-9; Mark 11:8-10). This fulfilled Zechariah 9:9, and apparently identified Jesus as the Messiah, the real Antitype of the Passover lamb?
Jesus went into Jerusalem and cleansed the temple. “And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased” (Mt. 21: 12-15). Mark, however, places the temple cleansing on Monday, after the cursing of the fig tree (Mk. 11:12-28).
Either way, a careful study of events reveals that Jesus was kept under critical scrutiny for four days. He was challenged by four different groups in one day: the chief priests and elders (Mt. 21:23-22:14); the Pharisees with the Herodians (vv.15-21); the Sadducees (vv.23-33); and the Pharisees with their lawyer (vv.34-46). It was a critical proving period, but every test proved Jesus to be the real Messiah, without spot or blemish.
Our calendars and manmade books practically all say Jesus was crucified on Friday. It is true that “it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath” (Mark 15:42), “and the sabbath drew on” (Luke 23:54). But was not that a special sabbath, of greater importance than the weekly sabbath? “The next day was to be a special Sabbath” (John 19:31, NIV).9 “For that sabbath was an high day” (KJV).
The first day following Passover was indeed “an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein” (Lev. 23:5-7; Ex. 12:15-17). It mattered not what day of the week it was. “A special Sabbath” could well be on a Friday.
Various Harmonies of the Gospels list thirteen events happening on Tuesday and eight on Thursday, leaving Wednesday totally blank (apparently to delay the crucifixion until Friday). Yet they list Tuesday as the day when Jesus said, “Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified” (Mt. 26:2). Would not two days after Tuesday be Thursday? Are not the words of Jesus more reliable than our calendars or manmade books?
Jesus declared that “as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Mt. 12:40). The four Gospel writers all present Him as being already risen early Sunday morning, the first day of the week. But there are only two nights between Friday evening and Sunday morning!
B. The Lamb and the Blood
These are the symbols that matter more than which day or what time of day Jesus was crucified! Yet God did specify that the lamb was to be killed “in the evening,” that is, in the day’s fourth quarter, between 3:00 and 6:00 P.M. by our reckoning of time. It was shortly after the ninth hour Hebrew time (3:00 P.M. our time) when Jesus said, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost” (Luke 23:44-46). Knowing all that, it was not by accident that God specified what time of day the Passover lamb should die.
“And they shall take of the blood and strike it on the two sideposts and on the upper door post [lintel] of the houses, wherein they shall eat it” (Ex. 12:7). For the blood to be shed and displayed in a vessel was not enough; it had to be applied. “And when I see the blood [applied] I will pass over you” (v.12). The Blood of Christ, shed for all men, avails nothing except for believers who appropriate its cleansing power by faith.
“And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, … Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire” (Ex. 12:8-10).
The lamb of course typified Christ, and with the cookware of that day the flesh could not be cooked without adding water. Christ shall not be watered down, nothing added to Him, and nothing taken away. The head, legs, and purtenance were not to be eaten, but the lamb was to be roasted whole, emphasizing that Christ is to be appropriated in His entirety: nothing added nor removed. The roasting denotes His suffering.
All that was not eaten was to be burned before morning. Typifying Christ, the lamb was holy. “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs” (Mt. 7:6). “Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption” (Ps.16: 10b). Those verses tell us why everything that was not eaten should be burned. Nothing should be left for the dogs, nor permitted to decay. The body of Christ saw no corruption in the grave.
II. THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
Exodus 12:15-20; Leviticus 23:4-8
Hebrew days begin in the evening, reckoned from sundown to sundown. Although the fourteenth day was to be leaven-free, the Feast of Unleavened Bread officially began with the beginning of the fifteenth day (Lev. 23:6). The reason is quite obvious. It symbolized deliverance and freedom from sin, which was obtained only through the offering of the Passover Lamb. “Without shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22b). Deliverance and freedom was not obtained until the Lamb was offered and the blood applied. The fact that the Feast lasted seven days suggests that henceforth in Christ we should live in perpetual deliverance.
The Sheaf of the Firstfruits, typifying the Resurrection, was waved on the morrow after the [weekly] sabbath (Lev.23:9-14).
III. THE GREAT DAY OF ATONEMENT
Leviticus 16:1-34; 23:26-32
This was the sixth, and by far the most solemn, of the seven annual festivals that the Lord prescribed for Israel. The date for each was specified with divine purpose, and they are listed in chronological order (Lev. 23:4-32), by which an approximate time of the event typified may be perceived.
The Passover was first (Lev. 23:4, 5); then the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread (vv.6-8); during which the Sheaf of the First Fruits was waved on Easter Sunday, Resurrection morning (vv.9-14). That makes three events prefigured in twelve days. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) came seven weeks later (vv.15-21). The prophetic aspects of these four have been fulfilled.
The last three feasts came in the seventh month (Tishri), of which we await the full and final revelation in due time. The first day of the seventh month (Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year) was the Blowing of Trumpets (Lev. 23:23-25); the tenth day was the Day of Atonement (vv.26-32); followed by the Feast of Tabernacles (vv.33-43), on the 15th through the 21st day).
The DAY OF ATONEMENT (tenth day of the seventh month) was the only day of the year in which the high priest (and he alone) could enter the Holy of Holies, “not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people” (Heb.9:7). He wore none of his colorful garments to enter behind the Veil. The people were to afflict their souls (Lev. 16:29-31; 23:32), foreshadowing a day of intense mourning (Zech. 12:9-14).
A. The Bullock: a Sin Offering for the High Priest
(Lev. 16:3, 4, 6, 11-14)
The high priest had to wash his flesh with water, put on the linen breeches, linen coat and girdle, and the linen mitre (Lev. 16:4). Then he first offered a bullock as a sin offering to make an atonement for himself and his house (vv.6, 11).
“And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil and he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not: and he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times” (16:12-14).
The high priest proceeded with utmost caution, “that he die not.” Only after making this atonement for himself could the high priest offer a sin offering for the people.
B. The Goat: a Sin Offering for the People
(Lev. 16:5, 7, 15-16)
Then the high priest killed the goat that had been selected by lot (16:7, 8) to be the sin offering for the people. He brought of the goat’s blood and sprinkled it seven times upon the mercy seat and seven times on the ground in front of the mercy seat, the same as he had done with the blood of the bullock.
Study verses 16-19 very carefully! Notice that the Tabernacle on both sides of the veil and all the vessels were sprinkled with the blood of the bullock and of the goat, even as Moses had “sprinkled all the vessels of the ministry” (Heb. 9:21). Notice also that he “put it upon the horns of the altar,” that is, daubed it with his fingers.
Observe especially that not one person was permitted to be with the high priest even in the forepart of the Sanctuary, from the beginning of this service until it was all finished (Lev. 16:17). Although “his own received him not” (John 1:11), Jesus Christ is the ONE AND ONLY High Priest who can ever reconcile Israel (or anyone else) to God. This service focuses on the iniquities, transgressions, sins, and uncleanness of Israel.
C. The Scapegoat
(Lev. 16:20-22)
Next the high priest brought the live goat, selected by lot (Lev.16:7, 8) to be the scapegoat. God, not man, decided which would die and which would be the sin-bearer. Jesus filled both roles. First He died to make an atonement for us. Then, “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:12). Since the offered goat was not to be resurrected, it took a second goat to typify the sin-bearing aspects of Jesus’ ministry to us.
“And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness” (16:21, 22).
There are various stories about what became of that goat, but since the Bible is silent about it, we will simply leave that with the Lord. The important message is that we must rely on Jesus to deliver us from sin and to remove our sins from us.
Some cultists teach that God puts our sins upon Satan, making Him our sin-bearer. Satan promotes all kinds of sin, and he can pile them on, but he can never remove one sin from anyone. Only Jesus Christ is able to do that! He is both able and willing even to “bear the iniquity of our holy things.” Him will God honor as our Atonement and our continuing Advocate.
For these unique services thus far, the high priest wore only the linen garments, but now we see a change.
D. Further Activities
(Lev. 16:23-28)
For the rest of the Day’s activities the high priest put off his linen garments, again washed his flesh with water, and put on his high priestly garments of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen, for further duties. He offered burnt offerings, first for himself then for the people (v.24). He burnt the fat of the sin offerings upon the altar (v.25). He saw to it that the proper persons carried forth the bullock and the goat of the sin offerings, and completely burned them outside the camp. Compare Hebrews 13:11-13.
The fit man who had released the scapegoat and the one who burned the bullock and goat outside the camp, needed to wash their clothes and bathe their flesh, “and afterward come into the camp” (Lev. 16:26-28).
The animals offered on this day are not all named in this chapter. Moses Maimonides,10 a Jewish rabbi, said there were fifteen in all. The two lambs for the continual burnt offering (Ex. 29:38-42) are not mentioned at all. Two rams for a burnt offering are mentioned briefly (Lev. 16:3, 5, 24). The bullock for Aaron’s sin offering (vv.3, 6, 11-14, 18, 27), the goat for the congregation’s sin offering (vv.5, 7-10, 15-19, 27), and the scapegoat (vv.7-10, 20-22, 26) are prominently treated.
We do not understand everything that is intended by the multiple sacrifices and services prescribed for Israel, but we do understand that they portray various aspects of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and that they emphasize in part the costliness of our salvation.
Some day we hope to sit in His typology class, listening with rapt attention, awe, and wonder as He expounds to us the truths and the types contained in the written Word, which we have studied for years and have failed to understand. Until then we only know in part. We praise and adore Him as best we know how, but we yearn for the day when we can worship Him with perfect praise, unhindered by the limitations of the flesh!
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. How and why did God revise the Hebrew calendar?
2. Name three events in the first month of the Sacred Calendar.
3. Name three events in the first month of the Civil Calendar.
4. Why did Jesus choose a donkey colt to ride into Jerusalem?
5. Who did the masses proclaim Him to be? Was it authentic?
6. What did the Observation Period prove Jesus to be?
7. What are the scriptural evidences of a Friday crucifixion?
8. Why was the Passover lamb to be killed “in the evening”?
9. Did it really matter where they put the blood?
10. Why could not the Feast of Unleavened Bread begin earlier?
11. To whom did the Sheaf of Firstfruits apply (1 Cor. 15:20-23)?
12. Was it waved after the special or after the weekly sabbath?
13. Why was the Day of Atonement an extremely solemn affair?
14. What did the high priest wear to enter the Holy of Holies?
15. What was he to do upon entering, “that he die not”?
16. How often did he sprinkle the Mercy Seat that day?
17. Why were the sin offering carcasses burned outside the camp?
18. Why did Aaron lay both hands on the head of the scapegoat?
19. What did it take to be a “fit man” to lead that goat away?
20. What did all active participants need to do afterward?



CHAPTER TWELVE
AARON, ELEAZAR, AND THE LEVITES
I. AARON AND ELEAZAR
“Aaron and his sons” are the first partnership of priests recorded in the Bible. Melchizedek was “the priest of the most high God” (Gen. 14:18). Evidently there was no associate priest; therefore there was no high priest. Aaron’s sons were priests by virtue of being sons of Aaron.
Aaron and his sons together typified the spiritual priesthood of all true believers in the New Testament, who are priests only by virtue of being in Christ, our true High Priest. “Ye also … are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). He “hath made us kings and priests unto God” (Rev. 1:6; 5:10).
Aaron the high priest, in offering sacrifices, typified Christ in the flesh offering the Ultimate Sacrifice, of which all other sacrifices were only a shadow. Then in his death Aaron typified Christ ascending into heaven.
When Aaron’s time came to die, God told Moses to bring Aaron and Eleazar up into Mount Hor, where Aaron was to die. Numbers 20:23-28. “Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.” Aaron died and God concealed the record of his burial. Aaron’s going up and not returning typifies the Ascension of Christ.
Eleazar, however, returned in Aaron’s stead, wearing the high priestly garments. Eleazar (the returning high priest) thereby typifies Christ in His Second Coming, whose imminent return the Church awaits with fond anticipation.
In our Introduction we said that the Tabernacle, a portable and temporary structure, typifies Christ and His Church on earth. While Aaron was living, Eleazar was to be “chief over the chief of the Levites, and have the oversight of them, that keep the charge of the sanctuary” (Nu. 3:32). To him also pertained the oil for the light, the incense, the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the tabernacle (4:16). In all this Eleazar typified Christ as Head of the Church throughout the church age.
In short, Aaron typified the ministry of Christ on earth, and Eleazar typified His ministry in heaven throughout the church age, which will be climaxed by His Coming Again!
II. THE LEVITES TYPIFIED THE CHURCH
Although it was not clearly revealed in the Old Testament, the Church “from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, … to the intent that NOW unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph. 3:9, 10). Truly, the New was in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the New revealed.
Comparing Scripture with Scripture we see how beautifully the tribe of Levi typifies the Church. “For the Lord had spoken unto Moses, saying, Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel: but thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle” (Nu. 1:48-50; 2:33).
“And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn … therefore the Levites shall be mine;… mine shall they be: I am the Lord” (Nu. 3:12, 13, 41, 45). Likewise we, whom Christ “hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28), are verily God’s property, for we “are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20).
Their Sanctification
“Take the Levites from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.… Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean” (Nu. 8:6, 7). This is an outward similitude of a Christian’s inner cleansing, “the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).
“And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the Lord for an offering of the children of Israel, that they may execute the service of the Lord” (Nu. 8:11). “For they are wholly given unto me … even instead of the firstborn … have I taken them unto me” (8:16).
“And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons …, to do the service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation” (Nu. 8:19). Levi means “joined unto” (Gen. 29:34), and God said the Levites shall be “joined unto” Aaron (Nu. 18:2, 4), even as the church is joined unto Christ.
All this corresponds well with Christ and His Church. Aaron’s priesthood did not equal, but certainly typified, the Priesthood of Christ. The setting apart and ceremonial cleansing of the Levites portrayed the inner cleansing and sanctification of the Church. The Levites were “wholly given” to God, who then gave them “as a gift to Aaron.” That is almost identical with what Jesus said in His High Priestly prayer. “The men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me;… I pray … for them which thou hast given me, for they are thine” (John 17:6, 9).
The Levites did not Go to War
Nonresistance, as prescribed in the New Testament for the Church, was not required of national Israel. Moses requested the two and a half tribes who settled on the east side of Jordan, to “go armed before the Lord to war,… But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned before the Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out” (Nu. 32:20-23). And God commanded King Saul to “go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass” (1 Sam. 15:3).
But from the day that the Levites were set apart, cleansed and sanctified similar to the Church, the LEVITES DID NOT GO TO WAR, not even for noncombatant service! There were no Levites among the twelve spies (Nu. 13:4-15). This, in a practical way, foreshadowed Biblical nonresistance for the Church.
Their Unique Inheritance
“Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren; the Lord is his inheritance, according as the Lord thy God promised him” (Dt. 10:9). “And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: for I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel (Nu. 18:20).
Levi’s noninheritance status typifies the stranger and pilgrim concept of the church on earth: not claiming political franchise, but functioning as “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). We represent Christ’s interests on earth, but “our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20, NKJ).11
“The tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance” (Nu. 18:24).
To the Levites God said, “When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe” (Nu. 18:26). Then, even as now, everybody needed the benefit of tithing!
The Levitical Exemption
Israel had arrived at the southern end of the Promised Land, and twelve spies had searched the land. Ten of them had seen more of the giants than they remembered of God. Their evil report discouraged the people, igniting riotous murmuring among the people (Nu. 13:26-33). “Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt,” they groaned; and, “Would God we had died in this wilderness” (14:2).
God took the murmurers at their word and said, “Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you … from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me, doubtless ye shall not come into the land,… save Caleb … and Joshua” (14:29, 30). That numbering included “every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war.” Those were the numbering stipulations spelled out in those words thirteen times in Numbers 1:20-45.
“But the Levites … were not numbered among them” (1:47), nor “among the children of Israel” (1:49; 2:33). They were not eligible to go forth to war, nor to be numbered from twenty years old and upward. The Levites were numbered from one month old and upward (3:15), with no claim to personal abilities.
So the death sentence as pronounced in Numbers 14:29, 30, did not include the Levites. They, with all the other tribes, wandered in the wilderness for another thirty-eight years, “until all the generation of the men of war were wasted out from among the host, as the Lord sware unto them” (Dt. 2:14, 16).
It is certainly true that “all the men of war, died in the wilderness” (Josh. 5:4); “till all the people that were men of war, … were consumed” (5:6). That did not include the Levites. They were numbered separately, and exempt from war.
Eleazar certainly was more than twenty years old when the children of Israel left Egypt, and we are not sure about his son Phinehas (Ex. 6:25). They both entered the Promised Land as prominent leaders, instead of dying in the wilderness.
SUMMARY
The Tabernacle and all its features, the priests and all their services, the multiple sacrifices with all their rituals, were only a foreshadow of the coming ministry of Jesus Christ! The Levites with all their favored blessings were only a shadow of what the Church enjoys in Christ today. And our blessings today are only “the earnest [preliminary evidence] of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of [Christ’s] glory” (Eph. 1:14). “In the ages to come he [will] shew the EXCEEDING RICHES OF HIS GRACE” (2:7)!
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What did Aaron and his sons together typify?
2. What aspects of Christ’s First Advent were typified in Aaron?
3. Why do you think Aaron’s burial was kept out of the record?
4. What of Christ’s present ministry was typified in Eleazar?
5. Why were the Levites not numbered with the other tribes?
6. By what act had they shown distinguished loyalty to God?
7. How and why were they numbered differently from the others?
8. What capability was essential in numbering the other tribes?
9. In what ways were the Levites like the Christian church?
10. What all did they inherit instead of land or possessions?
11. Why were they to give a tenth of the tithes they received?
12. Who benefits more from tithing, the giver or the receiver?
13. What is the basic difference between the two benefits?
14. Who is the “purchased possession” in Ephesians 1:14?
15. What is meant by the redemption of that possession?
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FOOTNOTES
1. Glenn M.Jones, Big Ten Tabernacle Topics, Moody Press, Chicago, page 38.
2. God built a wife for Adam (Gen. 2:22, Hebrew and German) Christ’s Church is built (Mt. 16:18), not created.
3. Longfellow, Henry W., Psalm of Life.
4.
JOSEPHUS, The Works of FLAVIUS, Antiquities of the Jews, Book III, Chapter VI, page 72.
5.
JOSEPHUS, ibidim
6. James 5:9b, New King James Version, copyright 1982 by permission from Thomas Nelson Inc., Nashville, TN
7. Soltau, Henry W., The Tabernacle, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Michigan, page 354
8. Ibidim, page 348
9. John 19:31, New International Version, copyright 1978 by permission from International Bible Society, Colorado Springs, CO
10. Moses Maimonides, a Jewish rabbi, philosopher, and writer (1135-1204 A.D) was well acquainted with Jewish rituals. Years ago somewhere I picked up his statement about the fifteen animals, and wrote it down. But the source of that quote, except the author, is unknown to me. Maimonides is listed in our encyclopedias, but this quote I do not find.
11. Philippians 3:20a, New King James Version, by permission. op. cit.
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JESUS CHRIST:
THE ONE AND ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN
Jesus pleads invitingly, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). “Verily, verily, … I am the door of the sheep” (10:7).
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
But to claim His name without the new life (2 Cor. 5:17), is a fatal deception! Jesus lovingly cautions, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father” (Mt. 7:21-23).
“I am the vine, ye are the branches: … If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; … and they are burned” (John 15:5, 6).
Romans eight, obviously written for Christians, list 34 blessings especially for Christians. It solemnly warns against empty profession, but offers glorious assurance for those who abide in Christ, and bear fruit. “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (8:13).
Seven Secrets for Eternal Life in Christ. We must:
• confess our sins (1 John 1:9), and sinful nature (Isa. 64:6).
• crucify sin and self (Rom. 6:6-13; Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:3).
• be washed by faith in the blood of Christ (Eph. 5:26, 27).
• confess and receive Christ as Savior and Lord (Rom. 10:9, 10).
• be born not of flesh but of God (John 1:13; 1 Cor. 15:50), of water [the word] and the Spirit (John 3:3-5).
• REPENT, be baptized, and be filled with the Spirit (Acts 2:38).
• BELIEVE, OBEY and FULLY TRUST IN CHRIST.
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (I John 5:12).




  Grace is “the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life” (Henry). It enables humans to experience and express the characteristics of God Himself. Anna Mary Byler spells out the practical aspects of this life. On page after page, she calls wives and mothers to consider the graces that crown mundane responsibilities with resplendent success and eternal satisfaction.
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FROM STREETLIGHTS TO STARS

  
McGurrin | 162 pages
Paperback
Item #STR76280
From her early years in the Roman Catholic church, Becky learned to love the Lord. Her tender conscience caused her to question the use of TV and desire only to serve the Lord, possibly as a nun or missionary. God heard her prayers. This book is a powerful testimony to the faithfulness of God in her life and the lives of her husband and children.
Becky and Joe traveled from the large city of Buffalo, NY, to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, hence the title From Streetlights to Stars. They went from a Catholic upbringing to a conservative Mennonite setting. Becky tells about this journey, of their adjustments from city to a rural setting, from the classroom to the farm, to cooking, to canning, to table manners, and much more. Thank God that they retained their humor. Much like Abraham of Genesis, the McGurrins are prospering in the service of the Lord, in the place where God has led them.



Shattered dreams
  
The heartrending story of one woman’s walk that is repeated thousands of times all around the world. Her husband of many years deserted her and their seven children, leaving them penniless.
Matilda tells her story without malice and bitterness. How is that possible? How could she cope? How could she survive? Only by relying on the Lord, Who heard her cry and gave peace to her shattered heart.
Today, she is a living testimony of the healing that comes only through Christ and shows by example how to respond to some very difficult circumstances in life.
Kauffman tells her story with a desire to give hope to other women who find themselves alone, shattered, and betrayed.
A portion of each sale goes toward the support of Matilda Kauffman.



Stronger
THAN PAIN
Read the story of Matilda Kauffman’s daughter!
  
 
 
This is the story of one woman’s triumph over indescribable pain, multiple surgeries and multiple setbacks. Her hospital experiences were in a number of the leading universities of the eastern United States. Arlene’s illness was regarded by the medical profession as extremely rare. Highly respected doctors were frustrated in their inability to find answers to this highly unusual case. In the end there were few satisfactory answers.
“Through the years of physical pain and disability, I have prayed many times that God would use me in His service and that He would create in me a heart like Jesus’. But when another cloud of pain strikes, leaving me alone and in darkness, or when I sit looking at the signature line on yet another consent form I find myself asking, ‘God, where are You?’” Arlene Kauffman uttered these words that were put into the forward of her book.
Arlene Kauffman knew pain like most of us can only imagine. Her resolute faith and trust in God to the end is both remarkable and exemplary. This is a wonderful faith building book that is difficult to lay aside.
Arlene’s great disappointment was to not be able to tell her father good by. She did not know where her wayward father was. This is the story of Matilda Kaufman’s daughter who passed away in 2008.
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VERA’S JOURNEY
Vera’s Journey was almost four years in making and begins in the year 1899. Vera was raised in a divided home. Her mother was Old Order Mennonite. Her father was Dunkard Brethren. At that time the Brethren were very strong on immersion, holding that it was necessary for salvation. These issues caused that Vera said “It was one of the most difficult periods of my life.”
Vera was born in 1906, the eldest of five children. She heard the stories of the Great Titanic sinking in 1912. She knew the song of the Titanic. Vera came through two world wars. She suffered with the flu in the great epidemic of 1918 and 1919 when many lost their lives including relatives. In 1933 a son got into his father’s medicine and died on the way to the hospital. He was about 17 months old. In 1944 at age 38 she got the mumps. In two or three days she was deaf, stone deaf, never to hear again. After that the family would sometimes find her in the bathroom crying. At other times they would find the towels wet with Mother’s tears. Father rallied in support of Mother. When things got too difficult for her, he would say, “Mother let’s go for a drive.” With her loss of hearing came a constant roaring that she described as sounding like a waterfalls. This noise was with her for the last 64 years of her life. She would never hear her two youngest children cry, laugh, or sing. Vera would often say, “We need to accept what we cannot change.”
  
“At 707 pages, ‘Vera’s Journey’ is extensive but reads like a storybook, rich in description and history, with photos along the way. The book also has an area map, recipe cards, and Ralph and Vera’s family trees. ‘Vera’s Journey’ takes a historical look at the matriarch of a Mennonite family living in the [Shenandoah] Valley [of Virginia].”
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More Books by Simon Schrock
Has it ever occurred to you that God may have some thoughts concerning your wardrobe? Did you ever wonder what the Bible has to say about the subject of appearance?
What Shall the Redeemed Wear? addresses these questions and more by looking at what the Scriptures have to say concerning this important subject.
  
 



What Shall the
Redeemed Wear?
• by Simon Schrock •
With Study Questions
Paperback - 120 pages
 
 
 
From Genesis to Revelation and generation to generation, God calls His people to be separated unto Him. Is personal appearance excluded from that call? Can one follow the fashions of this world and still have the approval of God?
You will find this book refreshingly honest, like a cool refreshing drink on a hot summer day. The clear, well-illustrated teaching of old truths is a breath of fresh air for those who are seeking relief from the endless merry-go-round of fashion that has so captivated many in the Christian world.
— Glenn Yoder

Bishop, Rosewood Fellowship, Middlebury, IN
 
Great for Group Studies
Quantity Discounts Available



WHERE HAS INTEGRITY GONE?
Schrock | 100 pages | Paperback
Item #INT76082
Some say that at times it is necessary to lie. Some people even say that people can lie and still retain their personal integrity.
Here is a book that speaks directly to these assertions from a scriptural perspective. God wants to be represented by men and women of integrity. We offer this book believing it is not too late to make a difference.
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